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Abstract

The Satra institution occupies an important place in the religious, social and cultural history of Assam. Emerging in the context of the
Neo-Vaishnavite movement associated with Srimanta Sankaradeva and his successors, Satras gradually developed into centres of
religious practice, cultural expression and community life. This article examines the historical development and socio-cultural
significance of Khatara Satra in Darrang district of Assam, with particular attention to its contribution to the surrounding society.
Khatara Satra is described as one of the significant Satras of Darrang and is traditionally associated with the period of the Koch King
Naranarayan.

The study also discusses the association of Sri Govinda Atoi with the spread of Neo-Vaishnavism in the area. An important feature of
Khatara Satra is its distinctive administrative structure, as the Satra is described as functioning without a Satradhikar and being managed
by a governing body.

The study focuses particularly on the historical development of Khatara Satra, its festivals and traditions, especially the Pacati festival,
and its contribution to the socio-economic and cultural life of the surrounding communities. The research employs historical and
analytical methods and uses both primary and secondary sources. Information was also collected through field visits to Khatara Satra and
interaction with Satra officials. The study suggests that Khatara Satra has extended its activities beyond religious functions and has

participated in various forms of community-oriented cultural and developmental activities.
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Introduction

The Vaishnavite movement associated with Srimanta
Sankaradeva occupies an important position in the religious
and cultural history of Assam.

Sankaradeva’s Eka- Sarana- Nama- Dharma emphasised
devotion, ethical conduct and a community-oriented religious
life. The movement also contributed significantly to the
development of institutions that became centres of religious,
cultural and social activities. Among these institutions, the
Satra occupies a distinctive position. The Satra developed as a
religious institution but gradually became associated with
various dimensions of Assamese cultural life. Its activities
included religious practices, literary traditions, music, drama,
festivals and community participation.

The Satra institution therefore became an important medium
through which Vaishnavite ideas and cultural practices were
transmitted across generations.

The present study focuses on Khatara Satra in Darrang district
of Assam near Mangaldai town. The study attempts to
understand its historical background, religious and cultural
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traditions, and its role in the development of the surrounding
society. The research article identifies Khatara Satra as a
distinctive institution because of its engagement with the
socio-economic and cultural development of local
communities

Historical Background of the Satra Institution

The emergence of the Satra institution is closely associated
with the development of the Neo-Vaishnavite movement in
Assam. The early institutions associated with the movement
included prayer houses or Hari-Grihas.

According to the source material, Sankaradeva established
such centres in different places where he preached his
religious ideas. These institutions gradually developed into
centres of religious and cultural activity and were initially
associated with the term than.

Over time, Satras became important institutions in the
religious and cultural history of Assam. They provided spaces
for devotional activities and also preserved various forms of
cultural expression. The research article notes that the Satra
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institution has played an important role in shaping the
religious and cultural history of Assamese society from the
sixteenth century. The Satra can therefore be understood not
merely as a place of worship but also as an institution through
which religious knowledge, cultural practices and community
traditions were maintained and transmitted.

A Satra has been Defined As:-

Ekanta Vaisnava yot nibasa karai I
Jibako saran diye, tak satra kai II

(Where the single-minded Vaisnavas reside, where they offer
sarana (shelter) (to the souls, that (place) is called a Satra)

Khatara Satra:

Historical Background Khatara Satra is situated in the
northern part of Darrang district of Assam. The study presents
it as one of the notable Satras of the region because of its
distinctive historical and institutional characteristics. It is
traditionally associated with the period of Koch King
Naranarayan. The manuscript associates the establishment
and early development of Khatara Satra with Sri Govinda
Atoi, who is described as an admirer of Sri Madhavadeva.
According to the local tradition recorded in the article,
Govinda Atoi and his followers preached Neo-Vaishnavism in
the area.

The tradition further connects the name of the place with the
transformation of four persons who were regarded locally as
possessing an undesirable or harmful nature. The account
states that their transformation through the preaching of Neo-
Vaishnavism became associated with the name Khat-hara,
which subsequently developed into the name Khatara. This
traditional account is important for understanding the local
memory and cultural history associated with Khatara Satra.

Khatara Satra and the Koch Period:

The study places the establishment of Khatara Satra during
the reign of Koch King Naranarayan. According to the study,
Naranarayan supported the Satra by waiving its tax. Other
Koch rulers are also described as having extended support to
the institution. The paper further mentions Koch Raja Dhairya
Narayana and a record of items donated to the Satra.
According to the article, this record was associated with the
name of Dharmacharya Badan Atta and subsequently became
known locally as the historical Borkakot. These accounts
indicate the relationship between the Satra institution and the
political environment of the Koch period. The interaction
between religious institutions and royal patronage forms an
important aspect of the historical development of Satras in
Assam.

Objectives of the Study

The Study has the Following Objectives:

i). To examine the historical development of Khatara Satra.

il). To study the traditions and cultural significance of the
Khatara Satra festivals.

iii). To examine the contribution of Khatara Satra to the
development of the surrounding communities.

Research Hypothesis

The study proceeds from the following assumptions:

). Khatara Satra possesses distinctive characteristics among
the Satras of Assam.

ii). Khatara Satra has contributed to the socio-economic and
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cultural development of the communities surrounding it.
iii). The Pacati festival constitutes an important cultural
tradition of Khatara Satra.

Review of Literature

A considerable body of scholarship has examined Srimanta
Sankaradeva, Neo-Vaishnavism and the Satra institution in
Assam. Existing works have discussed the religious
philosophy, cultural contribution and institutional
development associated with the Neo-Vaishnavite movement.
However, the present manuscript observes that comparatively
limited research has been conducted specifically on Khatara
Satra. The study therefore attempts to contribute to the
documentation and understanding of this particular Satra,
especially in relation to its historical traditions and its
interaction with surrounding society.

Methodology

The study follows historical and analytical methods. Both
primary and secondary sources have been used. Secondary
sources include books, research works, theses, journal articles
and relevant web-based materials. Primary information was
gathered through wvisits to Khatara Satra and through
interaction with officials associated with the institution. The
historical method is used to examine the development and
traditions of Khatara Satra, while the analytical approach is
used to understand its relationship with the social, economic
and cultural life of the surrounding communities.

Socio-Cultural Significance of Khatara Satra

The importance of Khatara Satra extends beyond its religious
function. According to the study, the institution has developed
a relationship with the surrounding rural population and has
undertaken activities connected with social and cultural
development. The manuscript particularly highlights
assistance provided to poor farmers in cultivation and support
extended to poor women engaged in husbandry. It also
records instances in which the Satra authority contributed to
the repair of roads connecting the surrounding areas with
other parts of the district and the state. Such activities indicate
the role that religious institutions can play in community life.
In the case of Khatara Satra, religious identity appears to
coexist with activities directed towards local social welfare
and community development.

Cultural Activities of Khatara Satra

Khatara Satra has also been associated with the preservation
and promotion of cultural activities. According to the study,
the Satra organises cultural programmes including traditional
Bihu celebrations and Satriya Natak. Such activities are
significant because the Satra institution has historically served
as a space for the transmission of cultural traditions. The
continuation of these activities allows religious and cultural
practices to remain connected with community life. The study
therefore presents Khatara Satra as an institution where
religious observance and cultural participation intersect.

Pacati Festival of Khatara Satra

The Pacati festival is identified as one of the important
festivals associated with Khatara Satra. According to the
manuscript, the festival is celebrated on the fifth day of
Janmashtami and is connected with the birth of Lord Krishna.
It is described as a semi-dramatic cultural performance. The
manuscript also refers to Atul Chandra Hazarika’s
explanation of the term Pacati, according to which it refers to
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a ceremony traditionally performed five days after the birth of
a child. In the context of Khatara Satra, the tradition is
associated with the divine birth of Krishna. The continuation
of the Pacati festival demonstrates the importance of
performance traditions within Satra culture. Such festivals
combine religious observance with dramatic and community
participation, thereby contributing to the continuity of local
cultural practices.

A very common widely spread proverb says:
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Khatara Satra as a Community Institution

One of the major arguments of the study is that Khatara Satra
has developed functions that extend beyond religious
activities. The manuscript contrasts its activities with the
primarily religious functions generally associated with Satras
and emphasises its engagement with the surrounding
community. Its reported involvement in agriculture, animal
husbandry, road maintenance and cultural programmes
demonstrates the possibility of a Satra functioning as a
community institution. These activities also illustrate the
changing role of traditional institutions in contemporary rural
society. The example of Khatara Satra indicates that the Satra
institution can respond to local social needs while continuing
to maintain its religious and cultural identity.

Discussion

The historical development of Khatara Satra needs to be
understood within the wider history of the Neo-Vaishnavite
movement in Assam. The Satra institution emerged as an
important mechanism for maintaining devotional practices
and gradually developed wider cultural functions.

Khatara Satra represents one example of this broader
institutional development. Its historical association with the
Koch period, local traditions concerning Govinda Atoi, its
festivals and its reported community-oriented activities
together provide important material for understanding the
relationship between religion and society in Darrang. The
Pacati festival is particularly significant because it
demonstrates how religious narratives can be expressed
through performance traditions.

Similarly, the organisation of Bihu programmes and Satriya
Natak indicates that the Satra remains connected with wider
Assamese cultural practices. The study also draws attention to
the changing responsibilities of traditional institutions in the
modern period. According to the findings presented in the
manuscript, Khatara Satra has responded to local needs
through activities that include assistance to farmers, support
for rural livelihoods, road-related initiatives and cultural
programmes.

Major Findings

The study identifies the following major findings:

i). Historical Significance: Khatara Satra has a long
historical association with the development of Neo-
Vaishnavism in Darrang.

ii). Distinctive Institutional Character: The manuscript
identifies Khatara Satra as distinctive because it functions
without a Satradhikar and is administered through a
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governing body.

iii). Cultural Preservation: The Satra has maintained
festivals and performance traditions, particularly the
Pacati festival.

iv). Community Engagement: The Satra is described as
engaging with the surrounding rural population through
activities related to agriculture, husbandry and local
infrastructure.

v). Cultural Activities: Bihu celebrations and Satriya Natak
are among the cultural programmes associated with the
Satra.

vi). Continuing Relevance: The study indicates that the role
of the Satra has expanded beyond its traditional religious
function and includes activities connected with
contemporary community life.

Conclusion

Khatara Satra represents an important institution in the
religious and socio-cultural history of Darrang district. Its
historical association with the Neo-Vaishnavite tradition, its
festivals and its engagement with the surrounding community
make it a significant subject for scholarly study.

The study demonstrates that Khatara Satra cannot be
understood only as a religious institution.

Its reported activities in support of local communities, cultural
programmes and traditional festivals indicate a broader social
and cultural role.

The Pacati festival, in particular, illustrates the continuing
relationship between devotional traditions and performing
culture. The study also suggests that traditional Satra
institutions can continue to have relevance in contemporary
society by responding to changing community needs while
preserving their historical and cultural traditions.

Khatara Satra therefore provides an important case for
understanding the continuing interaction between religion,
culture and community development in Assam.

At the same time, the historical and traditional claims
concerning the origins of Khatara Satra require further
investigation  through archival records, oral-history
documentation and comparative field research. Such research
would help establish a more comprehensive understanding of
the historical development and contemporary significance of
the institution.
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