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Abstract

In today’s interconnected world, education must prepare students to engage with diverse perspectives, cultures and global challenges. As we
move towards a more globalized society, it's essential that educators and institutions embed global perspectives within their curricula. This
process is referred to as curriculum transaction, involves the active delivery and engagement with learning content. By infusing global
perspectives into curriculum transactions, educators can provide students with a holistic education that nurtures critical thinking, cultural
awareness, and a deep understanding of the world around them. The perspective of curriculum transaction refers to the process of delivering a

curriculum to learners.
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Introduction

Curriculum Transaction

It is the purposeful integration of global elements into the
formal and informal curriculum for all students.> Curriculum
transaction refers to the way a curriculum is delivered and
experienced by students. It’s not just about teaching the
content, but also how that content is communicated,
interpreted, and made relevant to students. This process
involves various elements such as teaching methods, learning
materials, assessment practices, and the student-teacher
interaction. Effective curriculum transaction ensures that
knowledge is not only delivered but also applied in
meaningful ways that help students grow intellectually,
socially, and emotionally. Global education is an approach to
learning that transcends national boundaries and involves the
interconnection of cultural, ecological, economic, political
and technological systems. 3

Aim of Global
Transaction
Encouraging empathy and mutual understanding by exposing
students to different worldviews. Developing skills and
attitudes among students to bring about effective change
leading to more just and peaceful world. Preparing students to
live in the world of increasing interdependence. Developing
students’ ability to think critically and have independence of
mind in order to undertake whatever constructive action is
appropriate.

Perspectives through Curriculum

Need for Global Perspectives
Due to scientific and technological development world has
come very close and there is need to realize the importance of
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‘learning to live together’. There is need to realize that
whatever happens in one part of the world has its impact in
other part, which may be physically far away.

The Importance of Global Perspectives
A global perspective refers to an understanding of how issues,
events, and practices affect people and societies worldwide. It
encourages students to see beyond local and national
boundaries, fostering an appreciation for cultural diversity and
global interconnectedness. In an era of rapid technological
advancement, climate change, migration, and economic
globalization, it’s crucial that students learn to view problems
and solutions from a global point of view.

e It involves taking a broader and more critical view of
experiences, learning, knowledge and includes seeking to
understand the links between our own lives and those of
people throughout the world.

Integrating Global Perspectives into Curriculum

Transactions Enables Students to

e Develop Critical Thinking: Exposure to diverse
viewpoints encourages students to question assumptions,
think critically, and evaluate global issues from multiple
angles.

e Cultivate Cultural Awareness: Understanding different
cultures helps students appreciate diversity, reduce
prejudices, and become more empathetic individuals.

e Prepare for Global Citizenship: The ability to navigate
global challenges—such as poverty, climate change, and
inequality—requires an understanding of how these issues
impact people worldwide. Educating students with a
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global outlook prepares them to be active, responsible
global citizens.

Infusing Global

Transactions

e Incorporating Global Case Studies and Examples:
Educators can use real-world case studies from different
parts of the world to illustrate key concepts. For instance,
a lesson on economics can explore how global financial
crises affect countries at different levels of development.
A history lesson can delve into world wars or revolutions
and highlight their global impacts. By providing diverse
examples, students can see the relevance of their learning
in a broader context.

e Collaborative Learning with International Peers:
Technology makes it easier than ever to connect students
from different countries. Virtual exchanges, online
discussions, and collaborative projects with international
students can enhance curriculum transactions. These
interactions allow students to learn firsthand about
different cultures, perspectives, and ways of thinking,
making global issues more tangible.

o Adopting Global Themes across Disciplines: Global
themes such as sustainability, climate change, peace, and
social justice can be incorporated into various subjects.
Whether it’s science, social studies, literature, or arts,
these themes provide a framework for interdisciplinary
learning. For example, a science class could study the
impact of climate change, while a literature class might
examine how climate change is portrayed in literature
from various cultures.

e Inclusive Teaching Materials and Resources: Educators
should select textbooks, media, and learning resources that
represent global diversity. This could involve using
literature from authors around the world, incorporating
films and documentaries that showcase various cultures, or
providing students with access to global news platforms.
Diverse resources broaden students’ understanding and
reflect the richness of global experiences.

e Encouraging Global Discussions and Debates:
Classroom discussions about global issues like human
rights, international relations, or environmental challenges
can prompt students to think critically and engage in
respectful debate. Educators can pose questions that
encourage students to reflect on the complexities of these
issues and their global implications. By encouraging open
dialogue, students can develop a more nuanced
understanding of the world.

e Promoting Global Citizenship Projects: Projects
focused on global citizenship encourage students to take
action on international issues. These projects can range
from fundraising for global causes, writing advocacy
letters, or participating in local initiatives that address
global problems. Such projects empower students to apply
their learning and make a positive impact on global
challenges.

Perspectives through Curriculum

Benefits of Infusing Global Perspectives into Curriculum

Transactions

e Broader Understanding: Students gain a wider
understanding of the world, seeing beyond local or
national viewpoints.

e Enhanced Engagement: Learning about global issues
often sparks greater student interest and motivates them to
learn more.
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e Prepares Students for the Future: In an increasingly
globalized world, students who understand global
dynamics will be better equipped for future career
opportunities and leadership roles.

o Prepares Students for a Globalized World: Equips
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to
navigate an increasingly interconnected world.

Cultural Sensitivity

Exposure to different cultures promotes empathy and reduces
biases, preparing students to work and interact in diverse
environments.

President Roosevelt enunciated four freedoms — Freedom of
Speech and Expression, Freedom of worship, Freedom from
want and Freedom from fear.

Enhancing curriculum transaction by infusing global
perspectives" means actively  incorporating diverse
international viewpoints, cultures, and issues into the teaching
process across various subjects, allowing students to
understand and critically analyse problems from a global lens,
fostering empathy and critical thinking skills to prepare them
for an interconnected world.

Key strategies to infuse global perspectives in curriculum
transaction:

® Integrate Diverse Content: Include case studies,
literature, and historical events from various regions and
cultures in the curriculum, not just focusing on a Western
perspective.

® Cross-curricular Connections: Identify global themes
that span multiple subjects like climate change,
economics, or health disparities and weave them into
lessons across disciplines.

® Technology-enabled Learning: Utilize online platforms
to connect with peers and experts from different countries,
facilitating virtual exchanges and collaborative projects.

® Active Learning Methodologies: Employ discussion
forums, debates, simulations, and project-based learning
where students actively research and present perspectives
on global issues.

® Guest Speakers and Cultural Immersion: Invite experts
with international experience or organize cultural events to
expose students to different viewpoints and practices.

® C(Critical Thinking and Media Literacy: Encourage
students to analyse information from multiple sources,
considering potential biases and diverse interpretations of
global events.

Benefits of Infusing Global Perspectives

e Develops Global Awareness: Students gain a broader
understanding of  world issues and their
interconnectedness.

e Promotes Empathy and Intercultural Sensitivity:
Exposure to different cultures fosters respect and ability to
see issues from multiple perspectives.

e Enhances Critical Thinking Skills: Analysing complex
global problems encourages students to critically evaluate
information and develop solutions. Examples of infusing
global perspectives in different subjects:

e History: Studying the impact of colonialism on different
regions, comparing revolutions across continents.

e Literature: Reading works by authors from diverse
backgrounds, exploring themes of migration and cultural
identity.
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e Mathematics: Analysing global economic data,
comparing statistical trends across countries. It is the
responsibility of teachers to translate these freedoms
through their curriculum.

e Science: Investigating the effects of climate change on
various ecosystems, analysing global health issues.

Infusing Global Perspectives in the Science Curriculum

e This is an approach to teaching and learning which
promotes a critical awareness of issues of development,
both locally and globally and enables students to acquire
the knowledge, skills and attitudes which are essential for
global citizenship and social justice.

e This can be done effectively and easily more through
Science than any other school subject.

e Science, through issues like pollution, global warming,
depletion of natural resources, energy crisis, extinction of
some species can highlight the aspect of global perspective
in more natural way to learners.

e It is a process of challenging negative assumptions about
other countries and people and promoting positive attitude
to diversity and differences.

e An awareness that we live in an interdependent world and
that we cannot ignore the problems faced by mankind.

e It involves taking a broader and more critical view of
experiences, learning and knowledge and includes seeking
to understand the links between our own lives and those of
people throughout the world.

o Through issues like pollution, global warming, depletion
of natural resources, energy crisis, extinction of some
species Science can highlight the aspect of global
perspective in more natural way to learners.

e Globalization is mainly concept from economics and has
been the most widespread trend of the present century. It
has impacted every aspect of our life including education.

e Global Perspective: An attitude that develops a sense of
shared humanity towards the overall goal of world
harmony. An awareness of a sense of interdependence.

“If ethics of teachers do not promote world understanding,
whose will? If teachers are not among the first to become in
effect, citizens of the world, who will?”

—~Michael Barber in his book ‘The Learning game’.*

Need for Putting a Global Dimension in the Curriculum.
Four Perspectives of Global Perspectives in Teaching

e Key concepts

e Perspectives from different countries/communities

e Action for change

e Developing sustainable practices

Incorporating a Range of Key Concepts as Appropriate
Citizenship

Social justice

Interdependence

Sustainable development

Human rights

Values and perceptions

Diversity

Conflict resolution

Incorporating a Range of Perspectives from Different
Countries/Communities:
Feel for ‘real world problems’
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Increasing students’ sensitivity to local needs and problems
and putting them in the global concerns, constraints and
opportunities. Examples of solutions arrived at in different
contexts.

Eg. Nile Purification Project successfully carried out in Egypt
can be related to Ganga Purification Project.

Including Action for Change

e Small actions to bring about change.

e Personal — local —»— global

o Strategies used for sensitization: games, role-play, stories,
scientific inquiries or simple activities.

Developing Sustainable Practices

Encourage those practices that are enduring incorporate into
the curriculum focus on exposing the students to socio-
cultural realities of life, bringing in a new dimension of social
relevance.

Developmental Education: An approach to curriculum
which promotes equity and social justice, both locally and
globally and enables pupils to develop skills and attitudes and
values needed for a sustainable future. It also includes
challenging negative assumptions about other countries and
people and promoting positive attitudes to diversity and
differences.

Developmental Education Aims at:

e Empathy and mutual understanding
o Skills and attitudes for change

e Preparing for Interdependence

e C(ritical Thinking

Steps to Introduce Global Perspectives

Curriculum: Three key concepts can be identified

e Locate plug points in the science curriculum

e Collect data/ information (both local and global)

e Design participatory methods/approaches

e Use appropriate strategies to further sensitize students to
the issue

e Decide on small action-student initiative.

through

Steps to Include Global Perspectives through Teaching

e Identify 2-3 key concepts

o Identify issues and problems related to science curriculum
(plug points)

e Collect data/ information about the identified issue (local
and global-newspapers, magazines, internet, published
newsletters by NGOs, other voluntary organizations,
books etc.

e Design participatory methods to teaching to put across
facts/content. Take help of experts if necessary.

o Use appropriate strategies to further sensitize the students

e Decide on small actions that can be undertaken with
student initiative.

Some Global Events are,

e Technological advancements

e Gap between rich and poor countries

e Lifestyles are becoming unsustainable

e Societies and individuals are reacting more faster than
before

Changing environmental perspectives in one part affects
the other

e Wars, Terrorism, destruction, pollution
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Role of the Teacher

e Explore and understand the issues concerned with active
citizenship

e Bring in global issues in the classroom

e Use learning strategies which promote global citizenship

e Inculcate values that bring in diversity and intercultural
understanding

e Understand the relationship between the global citizenship
and professional development

e Bring in understanding of diversity, equality and
interconnectedness

e Develop cross cultural skills of listening, interaction,
communication, co-operation and conflict management

e Having access to information (local and global issues)

Conclusion

Infusing global perspectives into curriculum transactions is no
longer optional—it is essential. In doing so, educators not
only enhance the learning experience but also prepare
students to navigate a complex, interconnected world. By
emphasizing the importance of cultural awareness, critical
thinking, and global citizenship, schools and universities can
equip students with the tools they need to thrive in the 21%
century. As educators continue to innovate and adapt, the
integration of global perspectives will be a key factor in
shaping future generations of learners and leaders. Global
perspective within social policy as a means of enriching
teaching and learning methods and experiences®.
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