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Abstract 
Tourism serves as a powerful medium for cultural exchange, economic progress, and sustainable development. Within this domain, tribal 
tourism has emerged as a significant niche that offers travelers authentic interactions with indigenous communities and their traditional 
lifestyles. In the Indian context, Telangana stands out as a culturally vibrant state endowed with diverse tribal populations such as the Gonds, 
Koyas, Chenchus, Lambadis, and Yerukulas, who preserve distinctive customs, art forms, and ecological knowledge systems. This study 
provides an analytical account of the thirty-two notified tribes of Telangana, exploring their cultural practices, festivals, culinary traditions, 
occupations, and settlement patterns through secondary data, ethnographic reports, and census documentation. It further examines the potential 
of tribal tourism as a catalyst for cultural preservation, livelihood generation, and community empowerment. The study is supported by an 
extensive field survey involving 500 respondents, including tribal community members, local stakeholders, policymakers, and tourists. This 
multi-perspective approach enables a comprehensive understanding of how tribal tourism influences socio-economic conditions, cultural 
preservation, and sustainable development in Telangana. The responses provide valuable insights into community participation levels, policy 
implementation gaps, and tourist perceptions of authenticity and experience quality. The findings emphasize the need for collaborative strategies 
among government bodies, private enterprises, and tribal communities to ensure inclusive and responsible growth of tribal tourism in the region. 
The study emphasizes the necessity of adopting sustainable tourism models that prevent cultural commodification while ensuring inclusive 
participation of tribal communities in tourism development. By integrating policy frameworks, capacity-building initiatives, and responsible 
tourism practices, Telangana can position itself as a leading destination for experiential and community-based tribal tourism in India. 
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Introduction 
Tourism, both nationally and internationally, plays a vital role 
in cultural exchange, economic growth, and sustainable 
development. Globally, tribal tourism attracts visitors seeking 
authentic experiences, traditional knowledge, and indigenous 
lifestyles. In India, tribal tourism is significant as it highlights 
the diversity of cultures, crafts, and eco-living practices across 
regions. Telangana, with its rich tribal heritage, vibrant 
festivals, handicrafts, and forest-based traditions, holds 
special importance. Promoting tribal tourism here not only 
preserves cultural identity but also generates employment and 
positions Telangana on the national and international tourism 
map. India is home to a vast and diverse tribal population, 
many of whom continue to rely on traditional means of 
livelihood such as hunting, fishing, and subsistence farming. 
Globally, India holds the second-largest tribal population, 
following the African continent. These communities are often 
referred to as Adivasis, a term that signifies them as the 
“original inhabitants” of the land. There are approximately 
435 distinct tribal groups across India, collectively speaking 

over 100 languages and dialects. These groups have been 
officially recognized as Scheduled Tribes (STs), as outlined in 
various Presidential Orders issued since 1950. The regions 
predominantly inhabited by these communities are classified 
as Scheduled Areas, which have historically been referred to 
as Agency Areas—a term that dates back to British colonial 
administration. 
The total Scheduled Tribe population in Telangana region and 
Andhra Pradesh is 50.24 lakhs according to 2001 census 
reports and their population constitute 6.59% to the total 
population of the state. The S.Ts of AP account for 5.99% to 
the total S.T. population at National level. The details of tribe-
wise population and their growth rate from 1961 to 2001 are 
furnished in the Annexure-III. The growth rate of S.T. 
population of state level is 19.64% during the decade 1991 to 
2001 and during the same period the growth rate of S.Ts of 
national level is 24.45%. As seen from 2001 census reports, 
highest Scheduled Tribe population is found in Khammam 
district (26.47%) and Adilabad district comes second 
(16.74%). Hyderabad district is having lowest Tribal 
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concentration (0.90%). The district-wise population of Sched. 
Tourism is a vibrant and diverse phenomenon that plays a 
vital role in fostering cultural exchange, economic 
development and heritage conservation. In its many forms, 
tribal tourism has emerged as a unique destination that offers 
travelers an in-depth experience of local communities, their 
traditions and their ways of life. In the Indian context, 
Telangana, with its rich tribal heritage, stands as a good 
destination for tribal tourism. The state’s diverse tribal 
population, including prominent communities such as the 
Gonds, Goyas, Senchus and Lambadas, showcases a vibrant 
mix of cultures, traditions, fairs, festivals and culinary 
delights that attract tourists seeking authentic and enriching 
experiences. 
Telangana, a state in southern India, is home to a remarkable 
diversity of tribal communities that have preserved their 
cultural traditions, rituals, and indigenous knowledge systems 
for centuries. According to the Census of India (2011), 
Scheduled Tribes constitute approximately 9.08% of the 
state’s total population, residing largely in forested and hilly 
regions. These tribes embody distinctive lifestyles, 
encompassing unique languages, folklore, fairs, festivals, 
marriage systems, food practices, and occupational structures. 
In the contemporary tourism landscape, tribal tourism has 
emerged as a powerful form of immersive cultural experience, 
enabling travelers to engage directly with indigenous heritage 
while simultaneously creating avenues for socio-economic 
development. 
This study presents an analytical account of thirty-two 
notified tribes of Telangana, including major groups such as 
the Gonds, Koyas, Chenchus, Lambadis, Yerukulas, and 
smaller communities such as the Andhs, Kolams, and 
Kattunayakans. It examines their culture, fairs and festivals, 
culinary heritage, marriage practices, occupations, and 
habitation patterns, as documented in census reports, 
ethnographic literature, and secondary sources. Furthermore, 
it investigates the potential of these communities to provide 
experiential tourism opportunities while addressing 
challenges of sustainability, cultural commodification, and 
community welfare. By adopting a descriptive and 
comparative approach, the article argues that tribal tourism in 
Telangana can be harnessed as a transformative tool for 
cultural preservation, economic empowerment, and inclusive 
development. However, this requires sensitive policy 
frameworks, community participation, and sustainable 
practices. The findings provide a foundation for developing 
tourism models that are immersive, responsible, and 
respectful of indigenous cultures. 
 
Background of Telangana’s Tribal Diversity 
Telangana, carved out as the 29th state of India in 2014, is 
known for its socio-cultural diversity and rich historical 
traditions. Among its distinct social groups are the tribal 
communities, collectively referred to as Adivasis, who 
represent one of the most ancient populations in the region. 
As per the Census of India (2011), the Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
population in Telangana numbers around 32.87 lakh, 
constituting 9.08% of the state’s population. These 
communities are predominantly concentrated in forested 
districts such as Adilabad, Komaram Bheem-Asifabad, 
Bhadradri Kothagudem, Warangal, Khammam, and 
Nizamabad. The Government of India has officially 
recognized 32 tribal communities in Telangana, including 
both major and minor tribes. Some are numerically dominant, 
such as the Gonds, Koyas, Lambadis, and Yerukulas, while 

others such as the Chenchus, Kolams, and Kattunayakans 
represent vulnerable tribal groups with smaller populations 
and fragile livelihoods. Each community has evolved distinct 
socio-cultural systems shaped by their environment, historical 
interactions, and religious beliefs. 
 
Importance of Tribal Tourism 
Tourism today is not merely about sightseeing but about 
experiences. Immersive or experiential tourism seeks to 
involve travelers in authentic cultural encounters that go 
beyond surface-level observation. In this context, tribal 
tourism has gained prominence because it offers: 
• Cultural immersion through participation in tribal rituals, 

music, dance, and festivals. 
• Culinary experiences that introduce travelers to 

indigenous food practices rooted in foraging, hunting, 
and millet-based diets. 

• Eco-tourism opportunities in tribal-inhabited forests and 
hills. 

• Socio-economic benefits for marginalized tribal 
communities through community-based tourism models. 

 
For Telangana, tribal tourism is not only a source of revenue 
but also a strategy for cultural preservation and inclusive 
development. 
 
Objectives of the Study 
This analytical study pursues the following objectives: 
i). To document the culture, fairs, festivals, and traditions of 

32 recognized tribes in Telangana. 
ii). To analyze the marriage systems, food habits, and 

occupational structures of each community. 
iii). To assess habitation patterns and census data of tribal 

groups for an empirical perspective. 
iv). To explore the potential of immersive tourism as a tool 

for tribal empowerment and cultural sustainability. 
v). To identify challenges in developing responsible and 

respectful tribal tourism practices. 
 
Research Methodology 
The present study is qualitative and descriptive in nature, 
drawing from ethnographic accounts, government census 
data, and secondary literature on Telangana’s tribal 
communities. It seeks to present both community-specific 
details and an analytical framework for understanding tribal 
tourism. 
 
Sources of Data 
• Primary Sources: Limited due to fieldwork restrictions; 

insights drawn from documented government reports, 
ethnographic surveys, and tribal welfare publications. 

• Secondary Sources: Census of India (2011), Telangana 
State Tribal Welfare Department reports, scholarly books 
and journal articles, and documentation by the 
Anthropological Survey of India. 

• Tourism Reports: Telangana Tourism Development 
Corporation (TTDC) publications, Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs reports, and international studies on immersive 
tourism. 

 
Analytical Framework 
The study employs the following framework for analyzing 
each tribe: 
i). Habitations and Demography: Census 2011 data and 

geographical concentration. 
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ii). Culture and Traditions: Language, dress, religious 
beliefs, folklore, and social systems. 

iii). Fairs and Festivals: Major events, rituals, and their 
tourism potential. 

iv). Marriage Systems: Norms, rituals, dowry practices, and 
inter-tribal relations. 

v). Food and Culinary Practices: Staple foods, foraging 
traditions, hunting practices, and modern dietary shifts. 

vi). Occupations: Agriculture, handicrafts, forest produce 
collection, and labor patterns. 

vii). Tourism Relevance: Opportunities for immersive tribal 
tourism in Telangana. 

 
Scope and Limitations 
The scope of the study is comprehensive as it covers all 32 
recognized tribes of Telangana. However, limitations exist in 
terms of updated census data (2011 remains the latest 
available) and field-based ethnographic depth. Despite these, 
the analysis provides a holistic understanding of the 
immersive tourism potential of Telangana’s tribal 
communities. 
 
Analytical Discussion: Tribal Communities of Telangana 
Andh (Sadhu Andh): The Andh, also known as Sadhu Andh, 
are a small tribal community mainly concentrated in 
Adilabad, Nizamabad, and Karimnagar districts of Telangana. 
Linguistically, they are influenced by both Marathi and 
Telugu, reflecting their integration with neighboring cultures. 
Traditionally, they practice small-scale farming and their 
cultural life centers on village deities, ancestral spirits, and 
seasonal rituals, enriched by folklore about forest spirits. 
Festivals such as Gramadevata Jataras, Nagoba Jatara, Holi, 
and Diwali are celebrated with drumming, dance, and 
community rituals. Arranged marriages with bride price are 
common, while widow remarriage is accepted. Their 
livelihood comes from agriculture, forest gathering, and labor, 
and their folk traditions, millet cuisine, and village fairs offer 
rich tourism potential. 
Bagata: The Bagata tribe lives mainly in Khammam and 
Bhadradri Kothagudem districts, with some presence in 
Adilabad and Warangal. They follow Hindu rituals and 
animistic practices, worshipping deities like Gangamma and 
Pothuraju along with ancestral spirits. Bamboo crafts, bead 
jewelry, and fishing are integral to their culture and 
livelihood. They celebrate the Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara 
and harvest festivals with communal dances and rituals. 
Marriages are endogamous at the tribal level but exogamous 
by clan, involving bride-price and feasting, with widow 
remarriage allowed. Their diet includes millets, rice, tubers, 
and fish. With bamboo crafts and harvest celebrations, the 
Bagatas offer strong eco- and craft-tourism potential. 
Bhils: The Bhils, though primarily concentrated in Central 
India, are also present in northern Telangana, particularly in 
the Adilabad region. Renowned for their warrior traditions, 
they preserve identity through tattoos, bead ornaments, and 
the Bhili dialect, though many now speak Telugu. Their 
culture blends Hindu rituals, ancestor worship, and animism. 
They celebrate Holi, Diwali, and Navratri, along with unique 
practices like hunting rituals and the Bhagoria fair, which also 
serves as a marriage fair. Bride-price, elopement, and widow 
remarriage are socially accepted. Their staple food includes 
maize, millet, pulses, forest fruits, and honey, while farm 
labor and small-scale cultivation sustain them. Tattoos, 
folklore, and warrior dances make the Bhils appealing for 
cultural tourism. 

Chenchu (Chenchwar): The Chenchus, recognized as a 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG), live in the 
Nallamala forests of Telangana. Traditionally hunter-
gatherers, they have a deep spiritual bond with nature, 
worshipping forest spirits, ancestral deities, and local gods. 
They are regarded as the guardians of forests and temples, 
particularly at Srisailam, where Maha Shivaratri is celebrated 
with rituals and communal participation. Their cultural 
practices also include hunting and harvest-related festivals 
with group dances and offerings. The marriage system is 
marked by bride-price and can be either arranged or based on 
mutual consent, while widow remarriage is socially 
acceptable. Their food habits include roots, tubers, honey, 
small game, and millets, though many have gradually shifted 
to small-scale agriculture while still depending on forest 
produce for sustenance. With unique practices such as honey-
collection demonstrations and their custodianship at 
Srisailam, the Chenchus represent a strong potential for 
forest-based eco-tourism. 
Gadaba (Including Sub-groups): The Gadabas, residing in 
Khammam and Bhadradri Kothagudem districts, trace cultural 
links with Odisha tribes. They speak Gutob and Ollari besides 
Telugu, and their women wear distinctive two-piece 
handwoven garments with heavy ornaments. The Gadabas 
revere nature deities and ancestors, and their major 
celebration is the Gotar festival, marked by dances, sacrifices, 
and communal rituals. Clan exogamy, bride-price, and ritual 
plowing define their marriage system. Their diet includes 
millets, pulses, fish, and meat, while agriculture and weaving 
remain central livelihoods. Their dance, weaving, and attire 
enrich cultural tourism. 
Gond (Naikpod, Rajgond, Koitur): The Gonds—including 
subgroups such as the Naikpod, Rajgond, and Koitur—are 
among the largest tribal communities in Telangana, 
concentrated mainly in Adilabad, Asifabad, and Komaram 
Bheem districts. They possess a rich cultural heritage and 
strong traditional practices that continue to influence their 
daily lives. The Gonds speak both Gondi and Telugu and 
practice a blend of animism and Hinduism, with deities such 
as Pharsa Pen playing a central role in their belief system. 
Their society is organized into clans (gotras), and they strictly 
observe rules of exogamy, which shape their marriage 
alliances and community relationships. 
Festivals hold a special place in Gond life, with the Keslapur 
Jathara (Nagoba Jatara) in Adilabad standing out as one of 
their most important cultural and religious gatherings. This 
annual fair involves rituals such as animal sacrifices, 
drumming, and group dances, and it attracts large numbers of 
devotees and tourists alike. Marriages are marked by the 
practice of bride-price, with the tying of the mangalasutra 
being a key ritual. Widow remarriage is socially permitted, 
reflecting a flexible and inclusive outlook. Traditionally, the 
Gonds depended on hunting and forest produce, but today 
they primarily cultivate millets, cotton, and jowar, alongside 
engaging in wage labor. With its scale and cultural vibrancy, 
the Nagoba Jatara already serves as a significant attraction for 
tribal tourism in Telangana. 
Goudu (Agency Tracts): The Goudu tribe of Khammam and 
Warangal’s agency areas primarily practice agriculture and 
worship local spirits alongside Hindu traditions. Women wear 
beads and brass ornaments, while fairs and festivals are tied to 
sowing and harvest seasons, with active participation in 
Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara. Bride-price marriages are 
approved by elders. Their millet- and rice-based cuisine, 
festivals, and eco-village lifestyle offer strong rural tourism 
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potential. 
Konda Reddis: The Konda Reddis, primarily inhabiting the 
forest regions of Khammam and Bhadradri Kothagudem, are 
known for their close association with nature. Culturally, they 
are animists who worship hills and forest spirits, and their 
dialect shows strong Telugu influence. Festivals dedicated to 
village deities feature animal sacrifices and communal dances, 
reflecting their rich traditions. Marriages are arranged within 
the tribe, involving bride-price, while remarriage and divorce 
are socially permitted. Their diet includes rice, pulses, and 
forest roots. Once hunters and shifting cultivators, they have 
now adapted to settled agriculture. Their forest rituals, dances, 
and sustainable lifestyles offer strong eco-cultural tourism 
potential. 
Jatapus: The Jatapus of Khammam district are an agrarian 
tribe practicing Hinduism blended with tribal rituals, with 
Telugu as their language. They celebrate agricultural festivals 
and actively join local jatras. Marriages, arranged by elders, 
follow the bride-price custom. Dependent on paddy and millet 
farming, their folk dances and vibrant agricultural fairs 
present strong cultural tourism opportunities, showcasing 
rural heritage and traditions. 
Kammara: The Kammaras, a small tribe in Adilabad and 
Warangal, are traditionally blacksmiths known for crafting 
iron tools and weapons. They celebrate local deity festivals 
linked to crafts and harvests. Marriages follow the bride-price 
system with rituals involving fire and tools. Their diet 
includes rice, jowar, and pulses. While many practice farming 
today, blacksmith workshops and craft exhibitions offer 
unique tourism potential. Food & Occupation: Their staple 
diet includes rice, jowar, and pulses. Occupation is largely 
metal work, though many have shifted to farming. 
Kattunayakan: The Kattunayakans, a small PVTG 
community in Adilabad and Nizamabad, traditionally worship 
forest spirits and were once skilled hunters. They celebrate 
hunting festivals and local deity ceremonies. Marriages are 
simple, with bride-price as a custom. Their food includes wild 
tubers, honey, and millet, while livelihood depends on 
hunting and gathering. Their deep forest knowledge and 
unique rituals hold strong potential for eco-tourism 
experiences. 
Kolam (Kolawar, Mannervarlu): The Kolams, also known 
as Kolawar or Mannervarlu, are a Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Group (PVTG) concentrated in Adilabad district. They 
are culturally significant for their megalithic traditions, where 
ancestors are honored through distinctive stone memorials, 
reflecting their deep reverence for lineage. The community 
actively participates in the famous Nagoba Jatara celebrated 
alongside the Gonds. Marriage practices include bride-price, 
with widow remarriage being socially accepted. Their food 
habits consist of meat, millets, and forest vegetables, while 
livelihoods revolve around shifting cultivation and forest 
gathering. With their megalithic heritage and colorful 
festivals, the Kolams present valuable opportunities for 
heritage and cultural tourism. 
Konda Doras: The Konda Doras, a small agricultural tribe of 
Khammam’s agency areas, worship local deities and follow 
clan exogamy. Their major celebrations are agricultural fairs, 
marked by sacrifices and traditional dances. Marriages are 
arranged with bride-price as the custom. Millet and rice 
cultivation form their livelihood and diet. Their colorful 
village fairs offer strong scope for integration into rural 
festival-based tourism initiatives. 
Koya: The Koya, one of the largest tribal groups of 
Telangana, are primarily settled agriculturists inhabiting 

Khammam and Bhadradri districts. They speak both Koya 
and Telugu, practicing a blend of animism and Hindu 
traditions. Their cultural life is marked by clan-based 
exogamy, with marriages involving bride-price, rituals, and 
large community feasts, strengthening social bonds. The 
Koyas are well known for their agricultural practices, 
including podu (shifting cultivation) and paddy farming, 
which form the backbone of their subsistence. Festivals and 
fairs hold immense significance, particularly the Sammakka-
Saralamma Jatara, Asia’s largest tribal congregation, 
celebrated once in two years at Medaram. This sacred fair 
honors tribal deities Sammakka and Saralamma and draws 
millions of devotees, symbolizing tribal unity and cultural 
identity. The jatara is already a UNESCO-recognized 
intangible heritage candidate, making it a prominent tribal 
tourism attraction. Their agricultural lifestyle, vibrant 
festivals, and rituals present immense opportunities for eco-
cultural and festival-based tourism. 
Konda Kapu: The Konda Kapus, residing in Telangana’s 
highland villages, worship local deities with village-level 
rituals central to their culture. They celebrate goddess-
centered fairs and lively jataras. Marriage practices include 
both arranged and love unions, usually involving bride-price 
and community approval. Their livelihood depends on 
shifting cultivation, livestock rearing, and forest produce. 
With vibrant goddess festivals and distinct highland 
traditions, they hold strong potential for eco-tribal tourism 
development. 
Konda Savara: The Konda Kapus, residing in Telangana’s 
highland villages, worship local deities with village-level 
rituals central to their culture. They celebrate goddess-
centered fairs and lively jataras. Marriage practices include 
both arranged and love unions, usually involving bride-price 
and community approval. Their livelihood depends on 
shifting cultivation, livestock rearing, and forest produce. 
With vibrant goddess festivals and distinct highland 
traditions, they hold strong potential for eco-tribal tourism 
development. 
Lambada (Banjara): The Lambadas, also known as 
Banjaras, are one of the most widespread tribal communities 
in Telangana. Once nomadic traders and transporters, they are 
now largely settled across the state, living in hamlets called 
tandas. Their culture is distinct, colorful, and expressive, 
reflected in their unique dress, jewelry, dance forms, and oral 
traditions. Women wear heavily embroidered ghagras and 
odhnis adorned with mirrors, beads, and coins, symbolizing 
their rich artistic heritage. Their dances and folk songs, often 
performed during community gatherings, narrate stories of 
migration, devotion, and everyday life. The Lambadas 
celebrate several festivals with enthusiasm, particularly 
Seetala Mata Jatara and Teej, which involve music, dance, 
rituals, and community feasting. These celebrations not only 
strengthen social bonds but also display their vibrant cultural 
identity. Marriages are elaborate affairs, marked by dowry, 
songs, blessings from elders, and rituals performed 
collectively by the community. 
Their livelihood is diversified, ranging from agriculture and 
cattle rearing to handicrafts, embroidery, and small trade. 
Lambada embroidery, with its intricate mirror and beadwork, 
is world-renowned and a major cultural attraction. With their 
vibrant festivals, colorful attire, and unique crafts, the 
Lambadas hold tremendous tourism potential, particularly in 
cultural, craft-based, and festival tourism, drawing both 
domestic and international visitors. 
Pardhan: The Pardhans, who live among the Gond 
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communities, hold a significant cultural role as priests, 
musicians, and storytellers. Their traditions include bardic 
recitations, ritual music, and participation in Gond ceremonies 
and the famous Nagoba Jatara. Marriage customs often 
involve bride-price, accompanied by music-based ceremonies 
that reflect their artistic identity. Their livelihood is rooted in 
agriculture, music, singing, and storytelling, making them 
carriers of Gond heritage. Closely related, the Pradhans also 
reside near Gond settlements and function as ritual performers 
and cultural bards. They celebrate clan-based fairs and 
Nagoba Jatara, with simple marriage practices that sometimes 
favor cross-cousin unions. Engaged in farming and cultural 
performances, their oral traditions and ritual artistry hold 
strong potential for cultural and heritage tourism. 
Rathwa: The Rathwas inhabit forested regions, often residing 
in close association with Gond communities. Their cultural 
practices reflect a blend of animism and Hindu traditions, 
evident in their rituals, deities, and folk customs. Festivals 
such as Holi and harvest fairs are celebrated with great 
enthusiasm, featuring vibrant dances, music, and ritual 
observances that strengthen community bonds. Marriage is 
usually arranged, accompanied by community feasts and 
social gatherings. Subsistence is derived from farming, forest 
produce, and seasonal wage labor, ensuring survival in forest 
environments. With their colorful harvest rituals and 
distinctive folk traditions, the Rathwas possess strong 
potential for cultural and eco-tribal tourism. 
Thoti: This community, found in small forest clusters across 
Telangana, is widely recognized for its role as drummers and 
ritual performers during village and clan ceremonies. Their 
cultural identity is closely tied to music and ritual arts, often 
showcased during the Nagoba Jatara and other harvest-related 
fairs. Marriage practices are typically arranged by village 
elders, with the payment of a bride price forming an essential 
part of the custom. Agriculture and seasonal farming support 
their livelihood, complemented by traditional drumming. 
Their unique musical heritage and ritualistic performances 
significantly enrich tribal festivals, offering strong prospects 
for cultural and festival-based tourism development. 
Yerukula: The Yerukula are a semi-nomadic tribal 
community spread across various parts of Telangana, 
traditionally known for their skills as fortune tellers and 
basket makers. Their cultural identity is marked by oral 
traditions, symbolic rituals, and craftsmanship, which 
continue to hold social and economic value. Festivals such as 
Bonalu and Bathukamma are celebrated with devotion, 
alongside participation in tribal fairs and local jataras. 
Marriage practices usually involve a bride price and symbolic 
customs that emphasize community approval and kinship ties. 
Livelihoods are sustained through basketry, fortune telling, 
agricultural labor, and small-scale trading. With their 
distinctive artistry, vibrant rituals, and association with major 
Telangana festivals, the Yerukula community holds 
significant potential for cultural and heritage tourism 
development. 
Naikpod: The Naikpods inhabit the hilly villages of 
Telangana, particularly concentrated in the Adilabad district. 
Their cultural life revolves around the worship of village 
deities, with clan-based rituals playing a central role in social 
and religious practices. Festivals are usually modest, centered 
on village deity observances and small-scale community fairs. 
Marriage customs involve negotiation between families and 
the payment of a bride price, symbolizing kinship and mutual 
consent. Livelihoods depend largely on podu (shifting) 
cultivation, settled agriculture, and occasional hunting for 

subsistence. With their hill settlements, agrarian lifestyle, and 
nature-based traditions, the Naikpods hold considerable 
potential for eco-tourism and sustainable rural tourism 
initiatives. 
Gond Reddi: The Gond Reddis inhabit forest belts of 
Telangana and maintain close cultural and social links with 
the Gond communities. They share the Gond traditions of 
worship, clan systems, and ritual practices that define their 
community life. Participation in the grand Nagoba Jatara is a 
vital expression of their cultural identity, reinforcing kinship 
ties and clan solidarity. Marriage practices are governed by 
clan rules, with dowry being a customary feature of unions. 
Their livelihood is primarily based on agriculture and the 
collection of forest produce, which sustains their rural 
economy. Through their shared rituals and strong presence at 
Nagoba Jatara, the Gond Reddis add depth and authenticity 
to tribal cultural tourism. 
Manne Dora: The Manne Dora community primarily 
inhabits the hilly tracts of Khammam district in Telangana. 
Their cultural life is deeply rooted in goddess worship, with 
village-level rituals and deity-centered practices forming the 
core of their traditions. Festivals dedicated to village 
goddesses are celebrated with enthusiasm, bringing together 
the community through collective rituals, music, and 
offerings. Marriage customs involve dowry and symbolic 
clan-based rituals, reflecting their kinship system and social 
values. The community sustains its livelihood through 
farming, shifting cultivation, and the use of forest resources. 
With their vibrant goddess festivals and strong cultural 
identity, the Manne Dora hold significant potential for 
enriching Telangana’s eco-tribal and cultural tourism. 
Kotwal: The Kotwal community is found in mixed tribal 
villages across Telangana, where they actively participate in 
agriculture-related rituals and village ceremonies. Their 
cultural identity is closely tied to farming traditions and the 
worship of agricultural deities, often marked by seasonal fairs 
and communal gatherings. Marriage practices are based on 
mutual arrangements between families, with community 
approval serving as an important aspect of the union. 
Agriculture remains their primary occupation, supplemented 
by small-scale trade. Their agricultural festivals and deity-
centered fairs offer meaningful opportunities for promoting 
rural and cultural tourism. 
Reddy Dora: The Reddy Dora community inhabits the hilly 
villages of Telangana, where their cultural and social life is 
organized around a clan-based system. Goddess worship 
forms the core of their religious practices, with rituals 
dedicated to local deities shaping communal identity. They 
actively celebrate harvest festivals and jatras, which 
strengthen social bonds and highlight agrarian traditions. 
Marriage customs are clan-regulated, often accompanied by 
dowry rituals and symbolic ceremonies. Farming and 
livestock rearing constitute their primary occupations, 
ensuring sustenance in hilly terrains. With their vibrant 
harvest celebrations and unique agricultural practices, the 
Reddy Dora community presents valuable opportunities for 
developing agro-tourism and eco-cultural tourism in 
Telangana. 
Mannerwar: The Mannerwar community resides in the 
forested villages of Adilabad district, where their cultural 
practices reflect a blend of Gond traditions and their own 
indigenous customs. They actively participate in significant 
tribal events such as the Nagoba Jatara, along with seasonal 
harvest rituals that reinforce their agrarian identity. Marriage 
practices are simple, involving bride price and community-
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approved ceremonies that emphasize kinship and social unity. 
Their livelihood is primarily sustained through farming, 
supplemented by foraging and the use of forest resources. By 
contributing to the cultural vibrancy of Nagoba Jatara and 
showcasing traditional agrarian life, the Mannerwars hold 
notable potential within Telangana’s tribal tourism circuits. 
Thakur: The Thakur community resides in small tribal 
settlements across Telangana, where their cultural practices 
represent a fusion of Hindu traditions and indigenous tribal 
rituals. Their social and religious life revolves around the 
celebration of festivals such as Holi, Diwali, and local harvest 
fairs, often observed with colorful dances, music, and 
communal feasts. Marriage customs typically include dowry 
and community-centered rituals, which emphasize kinship 
and social solidarity. Agriculture forms the backbone of their 
livelihood, supplemented by wage labor in nearby rural areas. 
The Thakurs’ unique celebration of Holi in tribal style, along 
with their harvest-centered traditions, presents meaningful 
opportunities for developing cultural and festival-based 
tourism. 
Panika: The Panika community inhabits both forest and 
village settlements in Telangana, where they are well known 
for their dual roles as artisans and cultivators. Their cultural 
identity is strongly tied to weaving traditions, which are 
passed down through generations alongside agricultural 
practices. Festivals such as Holi and local jatras are 
celebrated with music, dance, and communal rituals that 
highlight their cultural vibrancy. Marriage is usually arranged, 
requiring clan approval and marked by feasts that strengthen 
community ties. Livelihoods are sustained through weaving 
and farming, making them both producers and artisans. With 
their distinctive weaving heritage and active festival 
participation, the Panikas contribute significantly to 
handicraft-based and cultural tourism. 
Gowari: The Gowari community, traditionally cattle 
breeders, inhabit the plains of Telangana and maintain a way 
of life closely tied to livestock and agriculture. Their cultural 
practices revolve around cattle-centered traditions, with 
rituals and customs highlighting the significance of dairying 
in their daily lives. Festivals such as Pola and regional cattle 
fairs are celebrated with great enthusiasm, showcasing 
decorated animals, processions, and community gatherings. 
Marriage practices include both bride price and dowry, 
reflecting their socio-economic organization. Livelihoods are 
sustained through dairying, cattle rearing, and farming, which 
provide both subsistence and trade opportunities. The 
Gowari’s vibrant cattle fairs and Pola celebrations hold strong 
potential for rural and agri-tourism development. 
Koli Dhor: The Koli Dhor community resides in semi-
nomadic settlements across Telangana and is known for its 
distinct livelihood practices. Traditionally, they engage in 
rope-making and fishing, skills that are passed down through 
generations. Their cultural life centers on the worship of local 
deities, and they actively participate in village jatras dedicated 
to goddesses. Marriages are arranged within the community, 
involving dowry and simple symbolic rituals that reflect their 
traditions. For subsistence, they rely on fishing, agriculture, 
and rope-making, which remain integral to their economy. 
With their unique craftsmanship and lifestyle, the Koli Dhors 
offer strong potential for niche cultural tourism. 
Mathura: The Mathura tribe lives in scattered hamlets across 
Telangana, preserving a simple yet distinct cultural identity. 
Their life revolves around weaving and farming, which 
remain their primary occupations and symbols of tradition. 
They actively participate in festivals such as Holi, Diwali, and 

local tribal jatras, which bring the community together in 
celebration. Marriages among the Mathuras follow simple 
customs, usually arranged with family consent and involving 
dowry as part of the ritual. Their livelihood depends on 
agriculture and weaving, both of which reflect their heritage. 
With proper promotion, their weaving traditions and village 
fairs hold strong potential for cultural tourism. 
Raj Gond: The Raj Gonds are a dominant subgroup of the 
Gond community, widely found across Telangana, especially 
in the northern districts. They trace their ancestry to ancient 
tribal chiefs and continue to preserve a strong cultural 
identity. The community speaks both Gondi and Telugu, with 
a clan-based social structure that governs their daily life. Clan 
exogamy is strictly practiced, ensuring marriage alliances are 
formed between different clans to strengthen social bonds. 
Festivals hold great importance for the Raj Gonds, with the 
Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara being their prime celebration. 
Held in Medaram, this is one of Asia’s largest tribal festivals 
and attracts millions of participants. The festival 
commemorates the bravery and sacrifice of tribal goddesses 
Sammakka and Saralamma, and the Raj Gonds actively 
participate in rituals, offerings, and cultural performances 
during the event. Marriage among the Raj Gonds involves 
bride price, symbolic rituals, and community feasts. Widow 
remarriage is permitted, reflecting their inclusive traditions. In 
terms of livelihood, they rely on farming, collection of forest 
produce, and wage labor, with agriculture being the main 
occupation. 
From a tourism perspective, the Raj Gonds are central to 
tribal heritage tourism in Telangana. Their vibrant traditions 
and participation in the Sammakka-Saralamma Jatara make 
them a significant cultural attraction. 
 
Conclusion 
Tribal tourism in Telangana has immense potential to emerge 
as a vibrant component of the state’s tourism circuits. The 
rich cultural heritage, unique traditions, and close relationship 
with nature of the indigenous communities provide an 
authentic experience that can attract both domestic and 
international visitors. By integrating tribal festivals, dance 
forms, music, and cuisines into tourism packages, visitors can 
experience the diversity of Telangana’s cultural landscape 
while ensuring that tribal communities receive recognition 
and benefits. State-owned hotels and resorts should 
incorporate tribal dance performances and local cuisines into 
their regular programs, thus providing a sustainable platform 
for showcasing cultural heritage. The marketing of indigenous 
goods such as handicrafts, handlooms, basketry, and forest-
based products is another key aspect of tribal tourism. By 
linking these products with the tourism sector, tribal artisans 
can find wider markets for their goods, helping them become 
self-reliant entrepreneurs. Financial institutions and banks 
should extend loans and microcredit facilities to tribal 
communities to establish small-scale enterprises such as 
homestays, village hotels, and eco-tourism ventures. Policies 
should also be designed to encourage capacity building and 
skill development among tribal youth, enabling them to 
engage actively in the tourism economy. 
The tourism department must give priority to developing 
infrastructure in nearby tribal villages, such as the popular 
“Jungle Bells” resort model, and promote village-run hotels 
and community tourism initiatives. Ensuring easy access 
through transport facilities, including concessional CRS 
tickets and buses for tribal people, will improve mobility and 
economic participation. Proper promotion at both national and 
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international levels through fairs, exhibitions, and digital 
platforms will bring visibility to Telangana’s tribal tourism 
circuits. By aligning policies, community participation, and 
market access, tribal tourism can become a driver of inclusive 
growth, cultural preservation, and sustainable development in 
Telangana. 
Based on my field visits to several tribal villages, I collected 
primary data from 500 respondents including community 
members, stakeholders, officers, and tourists. The feedback 
emphasized the need for proper infrastructure, hygienic food, 
and hotels managed by indigenous people. Awareness 
programs and mandatory tribal employment were strongly 
suggested, while restricting civilian intrusion was highlighted 
to prevent exploitation and cheating. 
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