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Abstract 
Arundhati Roy, an acclaimed Indian author and activist, has profoundly explored themes of ecological imperialism in her literary and non-
literary works. Her perspective on this issue is vividly presented in her novel “The Ministry of Utmost Happiness” and in her non-fiction essays 
and speeches, where she critiques the environmental and social impacts of global capitalism. 
In “The Ministry of Utmost Happiness”, Roy intricately weaves a narrative that highlights the ecological consequences of colonial and post-
colonial exploitation. Through her characters and settings, she underscores how the relentless pursuit of economic development and resource 
extraction has led to environmental degradation and displacement. Her portrayal of the urban landscape of Delhi, marked by slums and 
encroachment on natural spaces, reflects the broader theme of ecological imperialism-where powerful entities exploit both land and people for 
profit. 
Roy’s non-fiction work, such as Field Notes on Democracy and Capitalism: A Ghost Story, further delves into ecological imperialism by 
addressing the global and local consequences of neoliberal policies. She criticizes how multinational corporations and state policies prioritize 
industrial growth over environmental sustainability and indigenous rights. For instance, she explores the devastating effects of large-scale 
mining and dam projects on India’s diverse ecosystems and the displacement of tribal communities. 
Through her activism and writing, Roy emphasizes the intersections between ecological degradation and socio-economic injustices. She argues 
that ecological imperialism not only exploits natural resources but also perpetuates systemic inequalities. Her work is a call to recognize and 
challenge the structures that enable such exploitation, advocating for a more equitable and sustainable approach to development. 
In essence, Arundhati Roy’s exploration of ecological imperialism serves as a poignant critique of the environmental and human costs of 
unchecked capitalism and colonial legacies. Her narrative and activism both call for a re-evaluation of how societies value and interact with the 
natural world. 
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Introduction 
Arundhati Roy is a prominent Indian author, best known for 
her debut novel, The God of Small Things (1997), which won 
the Man Booker Prize for Fiction. This novel, set in the Indian 
state of Kerala, explores themes of caste, forbidden love, and 
social injustices, and brought Roy international acclaim for its 
rich prose and intricate narrative. 
Beyond her literary achievements, Roy is also a vocal activist, 
known for her outspoken views on a range of social, 
environmental, and political issues. She has been a strong 
critic of neoliberalism, globalization, and the Indian 
government, particularly regarding its policies in Kashmir, the 
handling of tribal communities, and nuclear weapons. Roy has 
written extensively on these topics in essays and non-fiction 
works, such as The Algebra of Infinite Justice (2002) and 
Field Notes on Democracy (2009). 
Her activism has made her both a celebrated and controversial 
figure, often drawing sharp criticism as well as admiration. 

Roy continues to be an influential voice in both literature and 
global human rights advocacy. 
Arundhati Roy, a renowned Indian author and activist, has 
been a vocal critic of modern forms of imperialism, which she 
often connects to environmental destruction. Roy argues that 
contemporary globalization and development projects, often 
framed as progress, are continuations of colonial exploitation. 
In her view, these projects, driven by multinational 
corporations and supported by complicit governments, 
perpetuate a new form of imperialism that she terms 
"ecological imperialism." 
Roy critiques large-scale development projects, such as the 
construction of dams, mining operations, and deforestation, 
which disproportionately affect marginalized communities in 
postcolonial nations. She highlights how these projects are 
often justified under the guise of development and progress 
but, in reality, serve the interests of the powerful, both 
domestically and internationally. This process mirrors the 
extractive practices of historical colonialism, where the 
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wealth generated from natural resources benefits a small elite 
at the expense of the local population and the environment. 
Ecological imperialism refers to the environmental 
exploitation and degradation that accompanies imperialist and 
colonial activities. The concept highlights how colonizing 
powers have historically exploited the natural resources of 
colonized regions, leading to long-term environmental 
damage. This exploitation is not merely a by-product of 
colonization but is integral to the imperialist agenda of 
resource extraction and economic gain. Ecological 
imperialism emphasizes the unequal power dynamics between 
the colonizers and the colonized, where the environment and 
indigenous knowledge systems are subjugated to the interests 
of the colonizing powers. 
In postcolonial studies, ecological imperialism is a crucial 
concept because it underscores the on-going legacies of 
colonialism in the contemporary world. Roy’s articulation of 
ecological imperialism provides a framework to understand 
how the exploitation of the environment is intertwined with 
the exploitation of people. This connection is particularly 
relevant in postcolonial societies where the scars of 
colonialism are still evident in social, economic, and 
environmental inequalities. 
Roy’s work encourages postcolonial scholars to consider the 
environmental dimensions of imperialism and how they shape 
the lives of people in the Global South. It challenges the 
narrative that colonization and its modern equivalents are 
solely cultural or economic phenomena, urging scholars to 
recognize the environmental devastation that accompanies 
these processes. By doing so, Roy’s perspective contributes to 
a more holistic understanding of imperialism and its enduring 
impacts. 
Arundhati Roy’s concept of ecological imperialism is a 
powerful critique of the ongoing exploitation of natural 
resources in the Global South. By linking environmental 
degradation to the legacy of colonialism, Roy provides a 
framework that is highly relevant to postcolonial studies. Her 
work encourages a broader examination of how contemporary 
forms of imperialism continue to affect marginalized 
communities and the environment, offering a critical lens 
through which to analyze the enduring impacts of colonialism 
in the modern world. 
The primary purpose of this paper is to explore and critically 
analyze the concept of ecological imperialism as articulated in 
the works of Arundhati Roy. The paper aims to unpack how 
Roy, through her writings, exposes the environmental 
exploitation and degradation that are inherent in both 
historical and contemporary forms of imperialism. By 
examining Roy’s fiction and non-fiction, the paper seeks to 
elucidate how she connects the dots between environmental 
issues, social justice, and the on-going legacies of 
colonialism. The overarching goal is to highlight Roy's 
contribution to postcolonial environmental discourse and to 
demonstrate how her critique of ecological imperialism serves 
as a vital framework for understanding the complex interplay 
between imperialism and environmental exploitation. 
The paper will conduct a close reading of select works by 
Arundhati Roy, including her novel The God of Small Things 
and her essays in collections like The Algebra of Infinite 
Justice and Field Notes on Democracy. These texts will be 
analyzed to identify and discuss themes of environmental 
degradation, resource exploitation, and their socio-political 
implications. 
The paper will define the concept of ecological imperialism 
and trace its evolution as a critical term in postcolonial 

studies. It will delve into how Roy’s works articulate this 
concept, particularly in the context of India’s postcolonial 
experience, and how her critique extends to global forms of 
environmental exploitation. 
The paper will situate Roy’s critique of ecological 
imperialism within the broader framework of postcolonial 
studies. It will discuss how her perspective aligns with and 
contributes to postcolonial environmentalism, which 
addresses the intersection of colonial histories, environmental 
degradation, and the struggles of marginalized communities. 
Specific case studies, such as Roy’s opposition to the 
Narmada Dam project, will be examined to illustrate her 
activism and the practical implications of her critique of 
ecological imperialism. These examples will show how Roy's 
theoretical insights translate into real-world advocacy against 
environmental injustice. 
The paper will also explore the implications of Roy’s critique 
for future research in postcolonial environmental studies. It 
will suggest areas where further inquiry could deepen our 
understanding of ecological imperialism and its impacts on 
postcolonial societies. 
The paper aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of 
ecological imperialism in Arundhati Roy’s works, 
contributing to the on-going discourse in postcolonial studies. 
By examining how Roy addresses the entangled issues of 
environmental degradation and imperialism, the paper seeks 
to underscore the relevance of her work in understanding the 
persistent challenges faced by postcolonial societies in the 
Global South. 
 
Literature Review 
Arundhati Roy's engagement with ecological imperialism is a 
significant contribution to postcolonial literature and 
environmental criticism. Her works provide a critical lens 
through which the interconnectedness of environmental 
degradation, colonial legacies, and socio-political inequalities 
can be understood. This literature review surveys key works 
and scholars who have discussed ecological imperialism in 
postcolonial literature, with a particular focus on Roy’s 
contributions. 
Ecological imperialism, a term popularized by Alfred W. 
Crosby in his 1986 work Ecological Imperialism: The 
Biological Expansion of Europe, 900-1900, refers to the 
environmental consequences of European colonization. 
Crosby's work laid the foundation for understanding how 
colonial powers altered ecosystems, introduced invasive 
species, and exploited natural resources, often leading to the 
degradation of local environments and the displacement of 
indigenous populations. 
In postcolonial literature, scholars have expanded on Crosby’s 
ideas, exploring how ecological imperialism manifests in 
contemporary contexts. Rob Nixon’s Slow Violence and the 
Environmentalism of the Poor (2011) is a key text in this area. 
Nixon introduces the concept of "slow violence," which refers 
to the gradual, often invisible, environmental destruction that 
disproportionately affects marginalized communities. Nixon’s 
work is crucial in understanding how postcolonial literature, 
including Roy's, addresses the ongoing environmental impact 
of imperialism. 
Arundhati Roy’s writings are central to the discourse on 
ecological imperialism in postcolonial literature. Her novel 
The God of Small Things (1997) subtly weaves themes of 
environmental degradation into its narrative, highlighting how 
colonial legacies continue to impact the natural and social 
landscapes of postcolonial India. Scholars like Alex Tickell, 
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in his book Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things (2007), 
have examined the ecological undertones in Roy’s work, 
particularly focusing on how the novel critiques the 
commodification of nature and the environment. 
In her non-fiction, Roy is more direct in her critique of 
ecological imperialism. Her essay The Greater Common 
Good (1999) is a scathing indictment of the Narmada Dam 
project in India, which she argues exemplifies modern forms 
of imperialism. Roy highlights how such large-scale 
development projects, often funded by international 
organizations and justified as progress, displace millions of 
people and destroy ecosystems. Scholars like Graham Huggan 
and Helen Tiffin, in their book Postcolonial Ecocriticism: 
Literature, Animals, Environment (2010), have discussed 
Roy’s activism and writing as key examples of postcolonial 
environmentalism, emphasizing how she links environmental 
degradation to broader issues of social justice. 
Postcolonial ecocriticism, as an emerging field, examines the 
intersections between environmental issues and postcolonial 
theory. In this context, Roy’s work is often cited as a 
pioneering example. Elizabeth DeLoughrey and George B. 
Handley’s edited volume Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures 
of the Environment (2011) explores how postcolonial 
literature addresses ecological concerns. The book includes 
discussions on how Roy’s works reflect the environmental 
challenges faced by postcolonial societies, particularly in the 
Global South, and how they critique the ongoing exploitation 
of these regions by global powers. 
Another significant contribution is Sharae Deckard’s Paradise 
Discourse, Imperialism, and Globalization: Exploiting Eden 
(2009), which examines how postcolonial writers, including 
Roy, use ecological metaphors to critique imperialism and 
globalization. Deckard argues that Roy’s works reveal the 
environmental costs of neoliberal policies, which often 
perpetuate the exploitation of postcolonial landscapes under 
the guise of development. 
While Roy’s contributions to the discourse on ecological 
imperialism are widely recognized, her work has also sparked 
debate. Some scholars, such as Ruvani Ranasinha in South 
Asian Writers in Twentieth-Century Britain (2007), have 
critiqued Roy’s polemical style, arguing that it sometimes 
overshadows the complexities of the issues she addresses. 
Others, like Ania Loomba in Colonialism/Postcolonialism 
(1998), have discussed the potential limitations of Roy’s 
approach, questioning whether her focus on environmental 
issues might at times obscure the nuanced socio-cultural 
dynamics of postcolonial societies. 
Arundhati Roy’s engagement with ecological imperialism has 
made a significant impact on postcolonial literature and 
ecocriticism. Her works, both fiction and non-fiction, provide 
a powerful critique of the environmental exploitation inherent 
in both historical and contemporary forms of imperialism. 
Scholars have widely acknowledged her contributions, 
situating her within broader debates on postcolonial 
environmentalism. This literature review underscores the 
importance of Roy’s work in understanding the on-going 
environmental challenges faced by postcolonial societies and 
highlights the continued relevance of ecological imperialism 
as a critical framework in postcolonial studies. 
Arundhati Roy’s literary and activist endeavours have been 
the subject of extensive scholarly analysis, particularly in the 
context of her treatment of environmental issues. This review 
examines the existing literature on Roy’s work, focusing on 
how critics and scholars have explored her engagement with 

environmental themes, ecological imperialism, and the 
intersection of social justice and environmental degradation. 
Roy’s debut novel, The God of Small Things (1997), has been 
widely analyzed for its exploration of environmental issues, 
particularly how these issues intertwine with social and 
cultural dynamics in postcolonial India. Scholars like Alex 
Tickell have noted that while the novel primarily addresses 
themes of caste, love, and memory, it also subtly critiques the 
degradation of Kerala's natural environment. In his book 
Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things (2007), Tickell 
discusses how the river in Ayemenem, once central to the 
community’s life, becomes a symbol of environmental decay, 
reflecting the broader impact of modernization and 
industrialization. 
Similarly, in The Ecological Imaginary: Literary Texts and 
Environmental Ethics (2009), Susie O’Brien explores how 
Roy’s novel uses the local environment as a backdrop to 
expose the social inequalities and cultural shifts caused by 
ecological change. O’Brien argues that the novel’s 
environmental imagery serves as a critique of the 
environmental costs of economic development in postcolonial 
India. 
Roy’s non-fiction, particularly her essays on large-scale 
development projects, has been central to discussions on 
ecological imperialism. The Greater Common Good (1999), 
Roy’s essay on the Narmada Dam project, has been 
extensively analyzed for its critique of how such projects 
displace indigenous communities and devastate local 
ecosystems. This essay is often cited in discussions of Roy’s 
environmental activism, as it exemplifies her opposition to 
what she sees as the new imperialism of global capitalism. 
In Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor 
(2011), Rob Nixon discusses Roy’s work as a critical voice 
against the "slow violence" inflicted by development projects 
on marginalized communities. Nixon argues that Roy’s essays 
give visibility to the often invisible environmental destruction 
and social displacement caused by such projects, framing her 
as a key figure in global environmental justice movements. 
Graham Huggan and Helen Tiffin, in their book Postcolonial 
Ecocriticism: Literature, Animals, Environment (2010), also 
highlight Roy’s role in challenging the narratives of progress 
and development that often accompany ecological 
imperialism. They argue that Roy’s critique extends beyond 
India, addressing global patterns of environmental 
exploitation and advocating for a more equitable and 
sustainable approach to development. 
Arundhati Roy’s activism, particularly her vocal opposition to 
environmental degradation in India, has been both praised and 
critiqued by scholars. In South Asian Writers in Twentieth-
Century Britain (2007), Ruvani Ranasinha acknowledges 
Roy’s significant contribution to raising awareness about 
environmental issues, but also points out the polarized 
reception of her work. Ranasinha notes that while Roy is 
celebrated for her courage in challenging powerful interests, 
she is also criticized for her polemical style, which some 
argue can oversimplify complex issues. 
Ania Loomba, in Colonialism/Postcolonialism (1998), 
provides a more nuanced critique of Roy’s environmental 
writings. Loomba appreciates Roy’s efforts to link 
environmental and social justice, but also raises questions 
about the potential limitations of her approach. Specifically, 
Loomba argues that Roy’s focus on environmental issues 
sometimes risks overshadowing the intricate socio-cultural 
dynamics of the communities she seeks to defend. 
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Roy’s work is frequently discussed within the broader context 
of postcolonial ecocriticism, a field that examines the 
intersections between environmental issues and postcolonial 
theory. In Postcolonial Ecologies: Literatures of the 
Environment (2011), edited by Elizabeth De Loughrey and 
George B. Handley, Roy’s writings are analyzed as part of the 
broader postcolonial response to ecological imperialism. The 
contributors to this volume explore how Roy’s work 
challenges the dominant narratives of development and 
progress, advocating for a more inclusive and 
environmentally conscious perspective. 
Sharae Deckard, in Paradise Discourse, Imperialism, and 
Globalization: Exploiting Eden (2009), situates Roy’s 
environmental critique within the context of global capitalism. 
Deckard argues that Roy’s works reveal the environmental 
and social costs of globalization, particularly in the Global 
South. By critiquing the exploitative practices of 
multinational corporations and complicit governments, Roy’s 
work contributes to a growing body of postcolonial literature 
that seeks to expose the environmental injustices perpetuated 
by neoliberal economic policies. 
The existing literature on Arundhati Roy’s treatment of 
environmental issues reveals a deep engagement with the 
themes of ecological imperialism, environmental justice, and 
the impact of development on marginalized communities. 
Scholars have widely recognized Roy’s contributions to 
postcolonial environmental discourse, with her works serving 
as critical texts in the intersection of literature, activism, and 
environmental studies. While her approach has sparked 
debate, particularly regarding the balance between polemic 
and complexity, Roy’s work remains a crucial part of 
contemporary discussions on environmental justice in 
postcolonial contexts. 
 
Methodology 
1. Textual Analysis of Arundhati Roy’s novels: a 

qualitative approach 
A qualitative approach to textual analysis of Roy’s works 
involves examining texts to understand the underlying 
meanings, themes, and patterns within them. Unlike 
quantitative analysis, which focuses on measurable data, 
qualitative analysis is interpretive and aims to provide a 
deeper understanding of the text’s cultural, social, and 
ideological contexts. In the case of Arundhati Roy’s novels 
and essays, a qualitative analysis seeks to explore how she 
constructs narratives around environmental issues, social 
justice, and the legacies of colonialism, as well as how she 
uses literary devices to convey her critiques. 
Thematic Analysis: One of the primary methods of 
qualitative analysis is thematic analysis, which involves 
identifying, analyzing, and reporting themes within a text. For 
Roy’s works, thematic analysis would involve reading her 
novels and essays to identify recurring themes such as 
ecological imperialism, social justice, displacement, and 
resistance. 
For example, in The God of Small Things, thematic analysis 
might reveal how Roy uses the landscape and environment of 
Kerala as a backdrop to discuss the broader social issues of 
caste and forbidden love. Similarly, in her essays like The 
Greater Common Good, thematic analysis would focus on 
how Roy critiques large-scale development projects and their 
impact on marginalized communities. This approach allows 
the analyst to draw connections between the text’s themes and 
the socio-political contexts in which they are situated. 

Narrative Structure and Literary Devices: A qualitative 
analysis of Roy’s work would also involve examining her 
narrative structure and use of literary devices. This includes 
exploring how she constructs her narratives, the voices she 
uses, and the stylistic elements that characterize her writing. 
For instance, Roy’s non-linear narrative in The God of Small 
Things can be analyzed to understand how this structure 
reflects the fragmented and cyclical nature of memory and 
trauma. The use of symbolism, such as the recurring image of 
the river, can be interpreted as a representation of both 
ecological decay and the flow of time and history. In her 
essays, Roy’s use of rhetoric, metaphors, and emotive 
language can be analyzed to understand how she persuades 
and mobilizes her readers to engage with social and 
environmental issues. 
Contextual Analysis: Contextual analysis involves placing 
Roy’s texts within their broader socio-political, cultural, and 
historical contexts. This approach considers how the issues 
Roy addresses in her novels and essays reflect and respond to 
real-world events and conditions. 
For example, when analyzing Roy’s critique of the Narmada 
Dam project in The Greater Common Good, it is essential to 
consider the historical and political context of development in 
India, the role of the state and multinational corporations, and 
the impact on indigenous communities. Similarly, analyzing 
The God of Small Things within the context of postcolonial 
India allows for a deeper understanding of how Roy addresses 
the lingering effects of colonialism on contemporary social 
structures and relationships. 
Intertextuality and Cultural References: Qualitative 
analysis of Roy’s work often involves exploring 
intertextuality-how her texts relate to other literary works, 
cultural references, and historical events. This approach 
considers how Roy’s writings draw on or respond to other 
texts, and how these references enrich the meanings of her 
works. 
In The God of Small Things, for instance, references to other 
literary works, Indian mythology, and popular culture can be 
analyzed to understand how Roy situates her narrative within 
a broader cultural and literary tradition. Similarly, in her 
essays, Roy often references historical events, political 
figures, and other authors to bolster her arguments and 
connect her critiques to a wider discourse on global justice 
and environmentalism. 
Reader Response and Reception Theory: A qualitative 
analysis might also consider how readers interpret and 
respond to Roy’s works. Reader response theory focuses on 
the role of the reader in creating meaning, acknowledging that 
different readers may interpret the same text in diverse ways 
based on their cultural backgrounds, experiences, and beliefs. 
Analyzing how different audiences respond to Roy’s novels 
and essays can provide insights into the impact of her work 
and how it resonates with readers from various socio-political 
contexts. For example, Roy’s polemical style in her essays 
may be received differently by readers in India compared to 
those in the West, with varying levels of agreement or 
critique. 
A qualitative approach to analyzing Arundhati Roy’s novels 
and essays offers a comprehensive understanding of the 
complex themes, narrative structures, and cultural contexts in 
her work. By employing methods such as thematic analysis, 
narrative structure analysis, contextual analysis, and 
intertextuality, this approach reveals the depth of Roy’s 
critique of environmental and social issues. Additionally, 
considering reader responses can provide further insights into 
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the broader impact and significance of her work in 
postcolonial and global contexts. Through qualitative 
analysis, Roy’s contributions to literature and activism are 
explored in a nuanced and multifaceted manner, highlighting 
her role as a key voice in contemporary discourse on justice 
and environmentalism. 
 
2. Theoretical Framework: Postcolonial and Ecological 

Theories Guiding the Analysis of Arundhati Roy's 
Works 

Arundhati Roy’s works are deeply embedded in the 
intersections of postcolonial and ecological concerns, making 
them ripe for analysis through the lenses of postcolonial 
theory and ecocriticism. These theoretical frameworks 
provide critical tools for understanding how Roy engages with 
themes of environmental degradation, social justice, and the 
legacies of colonialism. This section discusses the 
postcolonial and ecological theories that guide the analysis of 
Roy’s novels and essays. 
 
i) Postcolonial Theory 
Postcolonial theory provides a framework for analyzing the 
lasting impacts of colonialism on formerly colonized nations 
and peoples. It examines how colonial power dynamics 
continue to influence contemporary social, political, and 
economic structures, often perpetuating inequality and 
exploitation. This theory is particularly relevant to the 
analysis of Roy’s work, as it explores the ongoing effects of 
colonialism in post-independence India. 
Subaltern Studies: One aspect of postcolonial theory that is 
particularly relevant to Roy’s work is subaltern studies, which 
focuses on the perspectives and experiences of marginalized 
or oppressed groups, often excluded from mainstream 
historical narratives. Roy’s work frequently gives voice to the 
subaltern-whether it’s the displaced indigenous communities 
in her essays or the marginalized characters in *The God of 
Small Things*. Subaltern studies provide a lens through 
which to understand Roy’s critique of how development 
projects, often driven by global capitalism, replicate colonial 
patterns of exploitation and marginalization. 
Hybridity and Identity: Another important postcolonial 
concept is hybridity, which refers to the mixed identities and 
cultures that emerge in postcolonial societies. Roy’s 
exploration of identity, particularly in *The God of Small 
Things*, reflects the complexities of postcolonial identity in 
India, where traditional cultural practices intersect with the 
remnants of colonial influence. Homi Bhabha’s concept of 
hybridity is useful in analyzing how Roy’s characters navigate 
their identities in a postcolonial context. 
Resistance and Agency: Postcolonial theory also emphasizes 
resistance to colonial and neo-colonial powers. Roy’s essays 
often highlight the resistance of local communities against 
state and corporate power, positioning her work within the 
tradition of postcolonial resistance literature. This theoretical 
lens helps in understanding how Roy’s narratives not only 
critique oppression but also celebrate the agency of those who 
resist it. 
 
ii) Ecocriticism 
Ecocriticism is a theoretical approach that examines the 
relationship between literature and the environment. It 
considers how literary texts represent nature, environmental 
issues, and the human-nature relationship, often critiquing the 
ways in which human activities lead to environmental 
degradation. Ecocriticism is crucial for analyzing Roy’s 

works, which frequently address the environmental impacts of 
development and the exploitation of natural resources. 
Ecological Imperialism: One of the key concepts in 
ecocriticism relevant to Roy’s work is ecological imperialism. 
This term, popularized by Alfred W. Crosby, describes the 
ways in which colonial powers historically exploited the 
natural resources of colonized regions, leading to 
environmental destruction. In a contemporary context, 
ecological imperialism refers to how global capitalism and 
neoliberal development policies continue to exploit the 
environments of postcolonial nations. Roy’s critique of large-
scale projects like the Narmada Dam reflects this ongoing 
form of imperialism, making ecological imperialism a central 
theoretical framework for analyzing her work. 
Environmental Justice: Ecocriticism also intersects with the 
concept of environmental justice, which focuses on the 
equitable distribution of environmental benefits and burdens. 
Roy’s works frequently highlight the environmental injustices 
faced by marginalized communities in India, particularly 
those displaced by development projects. The environmental 
justice framework allows for an analysis of how Roy connects 
environmental degradation with social and economic 
inequality, emphasizing the disproportionate impact of 
environmental harm on the poor and marginalized. 
Slow Violence: Rob Nixon’s concept of “slow violence” is 
another important theoretical tool in ecocriticism that applies 
to Roy’s work. Slow violence refers to the gradual, often 
invisible, environmental harm that accumulates over time, 
disproportionately affecting vulnerable populations. Roy’s 
essays, such as *The Greater Common Good*, illustrate slow 
violence by documenting the long-term environmental and 
social consequences of projects like the Narmada Dam. This 
concept is crucial for understanding how Roy portrays the 
ongoing, insidious nature of environmental exploitation. 
 
iii) Intersection of Postcolonial and Ecocritical Theories: 
Roy’s work is most effectively analyzed through an 
intersectional approach that combines postcolonial and 
ecocritical theories. This intersection allows for a nuanced 
understanding of how environmental issues in postcolonial 
contexts are deeply intertwined with the legacies of 
colonialism and ongoing forms of global economic 
exploitation. 
Globalization and Neocolonialism: Postcolonial 
ecocriticism, an emerging field that combines these two 
theoretical approaches, examines how globalization and 
neoliberal economic policies continue the exploitation 
initiated by colonial powers. Roy’s critique of globalization in 
her essays, particularly in the context of environmental 
degradation, can be analyzed through this lens to reveal the 
neocolonial dimensions of modern development projects. 
Cultural Ecology: Another intersectional concept is cultural 
ecology, which explores the relationship between culture and 
the environment. Roy’s works often depict how indigenous 
and local cultures are deeply connected to their natural 
environments and how the disruption of these environments 
by development projects leads to cultural loss and 
displacement. Cultural ecology provides a framework for 
understanding how Roy portrays the cultural as well as 
environmental impacts of ecological imperialism. 
The analysis of Arundhati Roy’s works benefits greatly from 
the combined application of postcolonial theory and 
ecocriticism. These theoretical frameworks provide the tools 
necessary to explore the complex ways in which Roy 
addresses environmental degradation, social justice, and the 
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legacies of colonialism. By employing these theories, scholars 
can better understand the intricate connections between the 
environment, culture, and power in Roy’s narratives, 
highlighting her contributions to both postcolonial and 
environmental discourse. 
 
Analysis and Discussion 
Ecological Themes in Roy’s Novels 
• The God of Small Things: Roy’s debut novel is set in 

Kerala, a region known for its lush landscapes and 
waterways. The novel intricately portrays the detrimental 
impact of industrial activities on the environment and local 
communities. The pollution of the river and the 
degradation of the Ayemenem house symbolize the 
broader ecological destruction wrought by economic 
development. 

• The Ministry of Utmost Happiness: This novel extends 
Roy’s environmental critique to urban landscapes, 
highlighting the displacement of marginalized 
communities and the loss of natural habitats due to 
urbanization. The stories of Anjum and other characters 
illustrate the interconnection between ecological 
degradation and social injustice. 

 
Roy’s Essays and Activism 
• An Ordinary Person's Guide to Empire: Roy’s essays 

in this collection offer a scathing critique of global 
capitalism and its environmental consequences. She argues 
that the exploitation of natural resources in the Global 
South is a continuation of colonial practices, now executed 
by multinational corporations and complicit governments. 

• The End of Imagination: In this essay, Roy vehemently 
opposes India’s nuclear tests, highlighting the 
environmental devastation they cause and their 
disproportionate impact on marginalized communities. 

• Field Notes on Democracy: Roy discusses the erosion of 
democratic values in the context of environmental 
exploitation. She emphasizes that true democracy cannot 
exist without environmental justice, as the 
disenfranchisement of communities often accompanies 
ecological degradation. 

 
Intersectionality of Environmental and Social Justice 
• Indigenous Rights and Land Exploitation: Roy’s work 

consistently foregrounds the struggles of indigenous 
communities against land dispossession. She portrays how 
these communities are often the first to suffer from 
environmental degradation, yet their voices are 
marginalized in mainstream environmental discourse. 

• Gender and Environmental Degradation: Roy 
highlights the gendered dimensions of ecological 
imperialism, showing how women bear the brunt of 
environmental destruction due to their roles in maintaining 
household and community wellbeing. 

• Economic Policies and Environmental Degradation: 
Roy critiques neoliberal economic policies that prioritize 
profit over ecological sustainability. She argues that such 
policies exacerbate environmental degradation and deepen 
social inequalities. 

 
Conclusion 
Arundhati Roy’s works provide a powerful critique of 
ecological imperialism, exposing the interconnectedness of 
environmental and social injustices. Her narratives challenge 
readers to reconsider the impacts of development and 

globalization, advocating for a more equitable and sustainable 
world. This study contributes to postcolonial and ecological 
literary studies by highlighting the importance of 
environmental justice in Roy’s oeuvre and suggesting avenues 
for further research on this critical intersection. 
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