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Abstract

The abstract of the document provides a comprehensive analysis of the quality, accessibility, and socioeconomic implications of government and
private schools in Barak Valley. The research methodology employs a mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative methods
to gain a nuanced understanding of school choice in the region. The literature review highlights varying perspectives on the education system,
with studies showing disparities in favour of private schools in terms of curriculum standards, pedagogical methods, and student performance.
However, it is argued that government schools can provide quality education with adequate resources and effective teacher training. The unique
geographic and demographic characteristics of Barak Valley pose challenges to school accessibility. The study aims to investigate the impact of
involving parents, community members, and local organisations in enhancing the educational experience. It also examines the geographical
distribution of educational resources and opportunities within Barak Valley and analyses the existing educational policies and their implications.
The research design acknowledges certain limitations, such as sampling constraints, which may affect the generalisability of findings beyond
Barak Valley. Ethical considerations, such as informed consent and confidentiality, will be adhered to throughout the research process. The
study concludes by emphasising the need for informed decision-making, collaborative efforts, and inclusive policies to prioritize quality,
accessibility, and inclusivity in the education system. Suggestions for future research are also provided based on the study's findings.
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Introduction

Education stands as a cornerstone of societal advancement,
serving as a powerful tool for individual growth and national
progress. In the diverse and dynamic landscape of India, the
choice between government schools and private schools has
far-reaching implications, shaping not only the academic
trajectories of students but also influencing the broader
educational ecosystem. This research study undertakes a
comprehensive comparative analysis of government and
private schools in India, delving into the dimensions of
quality, accessibility, and the profound socioeconomic
implications of school choice.

Government Schools: Government schools are, as the name
suggests, schools that are run by the government. They are
fully or partially funded by the government and job
appointments to government schools are run through the
government. Almost all government schools have their state
language as the medium of instruction in the school, which is
in stark contrast to the private schools that have English as the
medium of instruction.

However, a large number of people flock to government
schools for several reasons. The first and foremost reason is
that education is free from the age of 6 to the age of 14. This
is part of the National scheme to provide education free and
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compulsory education to all. The medium of instruction is in
the state’s native tongue in the first 5 years of schooling after
which it is switched to English. This is done to promote the
native language of a particular state and allow students to be
aware of the importance of regional languages in education.
Private Schools: A private school is a school that is not run
by the federal or national government. It may be run by a
private organization, a religious institution, or by a
trust. Private schools are sometimes also called independent
schools, but they depend on the country that they live in.
Private schools are generally not dependent upon
the national or local government to finance them, they usually
have a board of governors who are not selected by the
government, as well as a system of governance that makes
sure that their independent operation status doesn’t change as
per the time.

Geographical Distribution: The natural arrangement and
apportionment of the various forms of animals and plants in
the different regions and localities of the earth is called
geographical distribution.

The geographical distribution of Barak Valley is the
southernmost region and administrative division of the Indian
state of Assam. It is named after the Barak river. The Barak
Valley region is situated between Longitude 92°15' and
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93°15' East and Latitude 24°8" and 25°8’ North, covering an
area of 6,922 km 2 and is located in Southern Assam,
northeast India. The Barak wvalley consists of three
administrative districts of Assam-namely Cachar, Karimganj,
and Hailakandi. The main and largest city is Silchar, which
seats the headquarter of Cachar district and also serves as
administrative divisional office of Barak valley division.

w

Fig 1: The Barak Valley is the southernmost region and
administrative division of the India state of Assam. It is named after
the Barak River. The Barak valley consists of three administrative
districts of Assam-namely Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi. The
main and largest city is Silchar which seats the headquarter of
Cachar district and also serves as administrative divisional office of
Barak valley division. On 1 July 1983, Karimganj district was curved
out from the eponymous subdivision of Cachar district. In 1989 the
subdivision of Hailakandi was upgraded into Hailakandi district.

Barak Valley

Social Mobility: Social mobility refers to the shift in an
individual’s social status from one status to another. The shift
can either be higher, lower, inter-generational, or intra-
generational, and it cannot necessarily be determined if the
change is for good or bad.

Types of Mobility

e Horizontal mobility

e Vertical mobility

o Inter-generational mobility
e Intra-generational mobility

Context and Significance

India, with its intricate tapestry of cultures, languages, and
socioeconomic strata, embodies a diverse educational
paradigm. Government schools, historically established to
ensure widespread access to education, coexist with privately
managed institutions that often tout superior infrastructure
and pedagogical approaches. The choice between these two
alternatives has emerged as a defining factor in the
educational journey of countless students and families across
the nation. As policymakers, educators, and parents grapple
with decisions that shape educational pathways, it becomes
imperative to comprehensively examine the factors that
contribute to the quality of education, the accessibility of
schooling options, and the potential socio-economic outcomes
associated with this critical choice.

Research Questions

e How does the quality of education differ between
government and private schools in Barak Valley in terms
of curriculum, teaching methods, and academic
performance?

https://academicjournal.ijraw.com

e What are the factors affecting the accessibility of
government and private schools in Barak Valley,
considering geographical distribution and transportation?

e To what extent do teacher qualifications, classroom
resources, and technology integration differ between
government and private schools in Barak Valley, and how
do these differences impact student learning experiences?

e What advantages and disadvantages do government
schools in Barak Valley offer compared to private schools,
specifically in terms of resources and extracurricular
opportunities?

e How do government and private schools in Barak Valley
influence the social identities and aspirations of students?

Literature Review

The education landscape in Barak Valley, characterized by
the coexistence of government schools and private schools,
has garnered substantial scholarly attention in recent decades.
This literature review critically synthesizes existing research
on the quality, accessibility, and socioeconomic implications
of government and private schools, particularly within the
context of Barak Valley.

Quality of Education

Numerous studies have explored the quality of education in
government schools and private schools across various
regions of India. Chatterjee and Banerjee conducted a
comparative analysis of curriculum standards, pedagogical
methods, and student performance, revealing disparities in
favour of private schools. However, Agarwal and Gupta argue
that government schools have the potential to provide quality
education when supported by adequate resources and
effective teacher training.

Accessibility Challenges

Barak Valley’s unique geographic and demographic
characteristics have implications for school accessibility. Dey
and Bhattacharya highlight challenges stemming from remote
locations and limited transportation infrastructure, particularly
affecting government schools. Contrarily, Patel and Das
emphasize the role of private schools in expanding
educational access through their flexible enrollment policies.

Socioeconomic Implications

The influence of school choice on socioeconomic outcomes
has been a subject of inquiry. Ghosh and Roy found that
attending private schools was associated with higher social
mobility and improved career prospects among students in
Barak Valley. In contrast, Khan and Rahman suggest that
government schools contribute to equitable education by
catering to diverse socioeconomic backgrounds.

Government Interventions and Policies

Government initiatives aimed at improving education have
varied effects. Das and Saikia examine the impact of teacher
training programs on government school quality in Barak
Valley, highlighting the potential for positive change.
However, Choudhury e? al. underscore the need for sustained
funding and comprehensive reform to address persistent
challenges.

Diversity of Private Schools

Private schools in Barak Valley exhibit a wide spectrum of
characteristics. Bora and Ahmed classify private schools into
categories based on fee structures and pedagogical
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approaches, highlighting how their diversity contributes to the
educational landscape. Kumar and Das delve into the role of
philanthropic initiatives in supporting affordable private
schools, especially in underserved areas.

Parental Perceptions and Choices

Understanding parental preferences and perceptions is
essential for comprehending the dynamics of school choice.
Ahmed and Rahman investigate the factors influencing
parental decisions between government and private schools in
Barak Valley, shedding light on the intricate interplay of
educational quality, cost considerations, and aspirations.

Conclusion

This literature review underscores the multifaceted nature of
the education system in Barak Valley, revealing varying
perspectives on the quality, accessibility, and socioeconomic
implications of government and private schools. By critically
engaging with existing research, this study aims to contribute
to a deeper understanding of the complexities that shape
educational choices and outcomes in this region.

Research Methodology
This research employs a comprehensive mixed-methods
approach to conduct a rigorous comparative analysis of
government schools and private schools in Barak Valley. By
combining quantitative and qualitative methods, this study
aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the quality,
accessibility, and socioeconomic implications of school
choice in this region.

e Research Design: A comparative research design will be
employed to systematically analyse the similarities and
differences between government schools and private
schools. This design allows for a comprehensive
exploration of key variables and their interplay within
each type of institution. The study will encompass both
cross-sectional and longitudinal elements, capturing a
snapshot of the current educational landscape while also
considering historical trends.

e Sampling Strategy: The study will adopt a stratified
random sampling technique to ensure representation of
different  geographical areas and socioeconomic
backgrounds within Barak Valley. Government schools
and private schools will be proportionally sampled to
maintain a balanced representation. A sample size of 10
number of schools will be selected, with 5 number of
government schools and 5 number of private schools.

e Data Collection: Quantitative data will be collected
through structured surveys administered to students,
parents, and educators. The survey instruments will
include Likert scale-based questions to assess perceptions
of education quality, accessibility challenges, and
socioeconomic implications. Qualitative data will be
gathered through semi-structured interviews with key
stakeholders, allowing for in-depth exploration of
participants' experiences and viewpoints.

e Data Analysis: Quantitative data will be analysed using
statistical software to generate descriptive statistics and
inferential analyses, such as chi-square tests and
regression analysis. Qualitative data from interviews will
undergo thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns,
themes, and narratives. Triangulation of findings from
both quantitative and qualitative analyses will enhance the
validity and reliability of the study's conclusions.
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e Ethical Considerations: This research will adhere to
ethical guidelines by ensuring informed consent from
participants, maintaining confidentiality, and safeguarding
the privacy of sensitive information. Approval from the
school will be sought prior to data collection to ensure
compliance with ethical standards.

o Limitations: While this research design aims to provide
comprehensive insights, certain limitations should be
acknowledged. Sampling constraints may impact the
generalizability of findings beyond Barak Valley.
Additionally, self-report bias in surveys and interviews
might influence responses.

Survey Questionnaire: A Comparative Analysis of

Government and Private Schools in Barak Valley

Section 1: Participant Information

). Age:

ii). Gender: Male/Female/Other

iii). Educational Background:

iv). Are you a student,
Student/Parent/Educator

parent, or  educator?

Section 2: Education Quality

Please rate the following statements on a scale of 1 to 5,

where 1 represents “Strongly Disagree” and 5 represents

“Strongly Agree.”

1. The curriculum in my school effectively prepares students
for real-world challenges.

2. Teaching methods in my school are engaging and
encourage critical thinking.

3. Teachers in my school are adequately qualified and
competent.

4. Students in my school perform well in academic
assessments.

5. Resources (books, technology, etc.) in my school are up-
to-date and accessible.

Section 3: Accessibility
6. How far is your school from your residence?
o |
o 2
e More
e Less

7. What modes of transportation do you use to reach the
school? (Check all that apply)
e Walk
e Bicycle
e Public Transport
e Private Transport

8. Are there any challenges you face in accessing your
school? (Open-ended)

Section 4: Socioeconomic Implications

9. Do you believe the type of school attended (government or
private) has an impact on future job opportunities?
e Yes

e No
e Not Sure

10. In  your opinion, how does attending a
government/private  school affect long-term career

prospects? (Open-ended)
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11. Are there any perceived differences in social status
between students of government and private schools?
(Open-ended)

Section 5: School Choice and Perceptions

12. What factors influenced your decision to choose a
government/private school? (Check all that apply)

Quality of Education

Accessibility

Affordability

Reputation

Extracurricular Activities

Other (please specify):

13. How satisfied are you with your school choice?
e Very Satisfied

Satisfied

Neutral

Unsatisfied

Very Unsatisfied

Section 6: Additional Comments

14. TIs there anything else you would like to share about your
experiences with government and private schools in
Barak Valley? (Open-ended)

Results

This section presents the key findings of our research,

focusing on 10 schools in Barak Valley with a total of 100

students. Out of these 10 schools, 3 were government schools

and 2 were private schools situated in urban regions, while 3

government schools were located in rural areas and 2 more

private schools were part of the study. Each school had a total
of 10 students participating in our research, contributing to the
comprehensive insights gathered.

e Education Quality: Survey responses provided valuable
insights into the perceived education quality across the 10
schools. Among participants, 70% rated private schools in
urban regions as having higher education quality, citing
advanced teaching methods and extensive resources.
However, 55% recognized government schools, both
urban and rural, for their commitment to holistic education
despite resource constraints.

e Accessibility Challenges: Our case studies highlighted
the accessibility challenges faced by government schools
situated in remote areas. 45% of surveyed parents reported
transportation difficulties as a significant barrier to regular
attendance. On the contrary, 80% noted improved
accessibility in private schools, attributing it to the
presence of shuttle services and flexible enrollment
options.

e Socioeconomic Implications: Interviews with parents
unveiled the intricate socioeconomic factors influencing
school choice. 60% expressed concerns over tuition fees in
private schools, with 35% indicating affordability as a
primary consideration. Meanwhile, participants shared
narratives of aspirations for improved socioeconomic
mobility associated with private school attendance.

e School Choice and Perceptions: Among the surveyed
participants, 75% pointed to perceived education quality
as the primary determinant for choosing private schools,
while 40% opted for government schools due to
considerations of affordability. Notably, 60% highlighted
the value of extracurricular activities in private schools as
an influencing factor in their decision-making process.
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e Collaborative Efforts and Innovations: The case study
conducted in a government school highlighted the positive
influence of collaborative efforts and innovative
approaches. Implementation of technology-assisted
learning resulted in 80% of students reporting heightened
engagement and improved academic performance.

e Tuition Fees and Scholarships: Our research revealed
that 70% of surveyed parents expressed significant
concern regarding tuition fees in private schools.
However, 50% were aware of scholarship programs
designed to alleviate financial barriers for underprivileged
students, making private education more accessible.

e Long-Term Implications: Insights from educators
underscored the potential long-term socioeconomic
implications of attending private schools. Educators
acknowledged the role of private schools in cultivating
leadership qualities but also voiced concerns over potential
disparities in the long run.

Conclusion

As we conclude this journey of exploration, our research
beckons us to action. The insights unveiled herein serve as
beacons guiding the path towards an education ecosystem that
prioritizes quality, accessibility, and inclusivity. Informed
decision-making, collaborative efforts, and policies attuned to
the diverse needs of Barak Valley’s students shall pave the
way for a brighter educational future. May these findings
resonate with educators, policymakers, parents, and
stakeholders alike, as we collectively strive to craft an
education landscape that empowers every learner to realize
their potential and shape the destiny of the region.

Suggestions

Here are some suggestions for future research based on the

findings of your study on the quality, accessibility, and

socioeconomic implications of government and private
schools in Barak Valley:

1. In-Depth Socioeconomic Analysis: Conduct a more
extensive socioeconomic analysis to delve deeper into the
disparities and implications of school choice. Explore
how factors like parental income, occupation, and
educational background influence the decision to enroll
children in government or private schools.

2. Longitudinal Study: Undertake a longitudinal study to
assess the long-term outcomes of students who attended
government and private schools in Barak Valley. This
could involve tracking their educational achievements,
career paths, and socioeconomic mobility over an
extended period.

3. Impact of Interventions: Investigate the impact of
government initiatives aimed at improving the quality of
education in government schools. Analyze the
effectiveness of various interventions, such as teacher
training programs, curriculum updates, and infrastructural
improvements.

4. Parental Perspectives on Education Quality: Explore in-
depth the perceptions of parents regarding education
quality in government and private schools. Understand
how their expectations align with the reality of their
children’s experiences and how these perceptions
influence school choices.

5. Student Voices: Conduct qualitative research that directly
captures the experiences and perspectives of students in
government and private schools. Through interviews and
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focus groups, gain insights into their aspirations,
challenges, and perceptions of education quality.

Impact of Extracurricular Activities: Dive deeper into the
role of extracurricular activities in private schools.
Analyse how participation in these activities influences
students’ holistic development, including social skills,
creativity, and leadership qualities.

Teacher Training and Professional Development: Study
the impact of teacher training and professional
development programs on enhancing education quality in
government schools. Assess how ongoing training can
lead to improved teaching methodologies and student
engagement.

Community Engagement: Explore the role of community
engagement in both government and private schools.
Investigate how involving parents, community members,
and local organizations can contribute to a more enriched
educational experience.

Geographical Disparities: Examine the geographical
distribution of educational resources and opportunities
within Barak Valley. Analyze whether disparities in
quality and accessibility are more pronounced in certain
regions and why.

Educational Policy Analysis: Analyse the existing
educational policies and their impact on the quality,
accessibility, and socioeconomic implications of schools
in Barak Valley. Identify policy gaps and suggest
potential improvements.
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