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‘Colour is the property of light rather than of bodies.
It is not an entity but a sensation conveyed to the
mind through media of the eyes.’l!]
-F.A. Taylor
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A considerable number of processes and materials can
result in colour experiences. It has been discovered by
artisans and craftsmen over the course of millennia, but
until recently, the underlying causes remained mostly
hidden. Colour materials (many used as colorants) are
commonly thought to interact in similar ways with light,
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but their apparent colour is in fact caused by a variety of
specific physical phenomena. Nassau has identified and
described a total of 15 causes of colour, with four
dealing with geometrical and physical optics, and those
remaining dealing with various involving electrons in
atoms or molecules of materials and causing absorption
or emission of light at selected wavebands (Nassau
2003). With the exceptions listed earlier, colour
phenomena has one common factor Light.[®!
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