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Abstract 
Munshi Premchand is regarded as one of the greatest writers in Indian literature, particularly known for his realistic portrayal of rural life. His 
writings reflect the socio-economic, cultural, and moral conditions of Indian villages during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
This research paper explores the rural background in Premchand’s works by examining village life, peasantry, poverty, exploitation, caste 
system, women’s condition, and moral values. Through novels such as Godan, Gaban, Sevasadan, and short stories like Poos Ki Raat, Sadgati, 
and Kafan, Premchand presents a vivid picture of rural India under colonial rule. His realism, sympathy for the oppressed, and commitment to 
social reform make his depiction of rural life both powerful and timeless. The paper highlights how Premchand used literature as a tool for social 
awareness and transformation. 
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Introduction 
Munshi Premchand (1880–1936) occupies a unique position 
in Hindi and Urdu literature. He is often described as the 
novelist of the Indian village because rural life forms the 
backbone of most of his literary works. At a time when Indian 
society was undergoing rapid political, social, and economic 
changes under British colonial rule, Premchand chose to focus 
on the lives of ordinary villagers—farmers, laborers, women, 
and lower-caste individuals—whose voices were largely 
ignored. 
Premchand’s writings mark a shift from romantic and 
idealistic literature to realism. He portrayed rural life not as a 
place of natural beauty and harmony but as a site of struggle, 
injustice, and human endurance. His villages are shaped by 
poverty, debt, exploitation by landlords and moneylenders, 
rigid caste hierarchies, and moral conflicts. Yet, despite these 
hardships, Premchand also highlights values such as 
compassion, honesty, sacrifice, and human dignity. 
This research paper aims to analyze the rural background in 
Premchand’s writings by examining the social, economic, and 
cultural realities of village life as depicted in his novels and 
short stories. 
 
Premchand as a Realist Writer 
Premchand is considered the pioneer of realism in Hindi and 
Urdu fiction. Unlike earlier writers who focused on fantasy, 
romance, or royal themes, Premchand turned his attention to 
the everyday lives of common people. His realism is deeply 
rooted in observation and personal experience. Having grown 
up in a modest background and worked as a school teacher 
and government employee, Premchand closely observed the 
hardships faced by rural Indians. 
His realism is not merely descriptive but critical. He exposes 
social evils such as feudal exploitation, caste discrimination, 
and gender inequality. At the same time, he avoids 
exaggeration and presents life as it is, with all its 

contradictions. The rural setting in his works serves as a 
mirror reflecting the true condition of Indian society. 
 
Village Life in Premchand’s Writings 
Premchand’s villages are not imaginary spaces; they are 
realistic representations of Indian rural settlements. He 
describes mud houses, narrow lanes, fields, cattle, seasonal 
changes, and agricultural routines with great detail. The 
village community plays an important role in shaping 
individual lives, often acting as both a source of support and 
oppression. 
In stories like Poos Ki Raat, the harsh winter night becomes a 
symbol of the farmer’s suffering. The rural environment is 
directly linked to human struggle. Nature, instead of being 
kind and generous, often appears cruel and indifferent to the 
poor farmer’s misery. 
Village life in Premchand’s works is also marked by social 
control. Gossip, tradition, and fear of social exclusion 
influence individual behavior. The village panchayat, priests, 
and landlords exercise authority, often reinforcing injustice 
rather than delivering fairness. 
 
The Peasantry and Agrarian Life 
The peasant is the central figure in Premchand’s rural 
writings. Farmers struggle constantly with low income, crop 
failure, heavy taxes, and debt. Agriculture, which should be a 
source of sustenance, becomes a source of endless suffering. 
In Godan, Hori represents the typical Indian peasant. His 
dream of owning a cow symbolizes dignity, social status, and 
fulfillment. However, his life is marked by exploitation, debt, 
and humiliation. Despite his honesty and hard work, Hori 
remains trapped in poverty. Through Hori’s character, 
Premchand exposes the structural injustices of rural society. 
Premchand shows how peasants are caught in a vicious cycle 
of debt. Moneylenders charge high interest rates, landlords 
demand rent, and the colonial system imposes taxes. As a 
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result, farmers are forced to sell their labor and dignity to 
survive. 
 
Poverty and Economic Exploitation 
Poverty is one of the most dominant themes in Premchand’s 
rural narratives. He does not romanticize poverty; instead, he 
presents it as a destructive force that crushes human values 
and relationships. 
In Kafan, extreme poverty leads to moral degradation. The 
characters Ghisu and Madhav appear insensitive to death, not 
because they are heartless, but because prolonged hunger and 
deprivation have numbed their emotions. Premchand raises 
uncomfortable questions about morality in conditions of 
extreme poverty. 
Economic exploitation is carried out by landlords, 
moneylenders, traders, and even religious figures. These 
powerful groups manipulate traditions and laws to maintain 
control over the poor. Premchand’s criticism of economic 
injustice makes his rural writings socially relevant and 
politically conscious. 
 
Caste System and Social Inequality 
The caste system plays a significant role in Premchand’s 
depiction of rural life. Villages are deeply divided along caste 
lines, determining occupation, social status, and access to 
resources. 
In Sadgati, Premchand presents the tragic fate of Dukhi, a 
lower-caste laborer who dies due to inhuman treatment by an 
upper-caste priest. The story exposes the cruelty and 
hypocrisy of caste-based discrimination. The village 
community remains indifferent, reflecting the normalization 
of injustice. 
Premchand portrays caste not just as a social structure but as a 
moral failure of society. He condemns untouchability and 
argues for human equality through his narratives. His rural 
background is therefore a site of both suffering and resistance. 
 
Condition of Women in Rural Society 
Women in Premchand’s rural writings face double 
oppression—economic hardship and patriarchal control. They 
are expected to sacrifice their desires and endure suffering 
silently. 
Characters like Dhania in Godan represent strength, 
resilience, and moral clarity. Dhania often shows more 
courage and wisdom than male characters. Through such 
women, Premchand challenges traditional gender roles and 
highlights women’s contribution to rural life. 
At the same time, Premchand does not ignore the exploitation 
of women through child marriage, dowry, lack of education, 
and domestic violence. Rural society, as depicted by him, 
restricts women’s freedom while depending heavily on their 
labor. 
 
Tradition, Religion, and Superstition 
Religion plays an important role in village life, but 
Premchand often criticizes its misuse. Priests and religious 
leaders exploit villagers by promoting superstition and fear. 
Rituals become tools of control rather than spiritual guidance. 
Premchand distinguishes between true spirituality and false 
religiosity. His rural characters often follow traditions blindly, 
even when these traditions harm them. Through satire and 
realism, Premchand encourages rational thinking and moral 
reform. 
 
 

Moral Values and Humanism 
Despite depicting suffering and injustice, Premchand’s rural 
writings are deeply humanistic. He believes in compassion, 
empathy, and moral responsibility. His characters are not 
entirely good or evil; they are shaped by circumstances. 
Premchand suggests that true reform must begin with human 
values. His rural background becomes a testing ground for 
ethics, where characters struggle to maintain dignity in 
inhumane conditions. This moral depth gives his works 
universal appeal. 
 
Rural Background as a Tool for Social Reform 
Premchand did not write merely for entertainment. His 
depiction of rural life was aimed at social reform. By 
exposing injustice, he hoped to awaken the conscience of 
society. 
His writings influenced nationalist thought and social 
movements by highlighting the plight of the rural masses, 
who formed the majority of India’s population. The village in 
Premchand’s literature becomes a symbol of the nation 
itself—suffering yet resilient. 
 
Relevance of Premchand’s Rural Vision Today 
Even today, many issues raised by Premchand—farmer 
distress, caste discrimination, gender inequality, and 
poverty—remain relevant. His rural background continues to 
resonate with modern readers because it reflects ongoing 
social realities. 
Premchand’s writings remind us that development must be 
inclusive and humane. His vision of rural India calls for 
justice, equality, and compassion. 
 
Conclusion 
The rural background in Munshi Premchand’s writings is a 
powerful and realistic portrayal of Indian village life. Through 
his novels and short stories, Premchand presents the struggles 
of peasants, the cruelty of social hierarchies, the strength of 
women, and the resilience of human values. His realism 
exposes injustice without losing faith in humanity. 
Premchand’s villages are not mere settings; they are living 
spaces where social, economic, and moral conflicts unfold. 
His deep sympathy for the oppressed and his commitment to 
social reform make his depiction of rural life both meaningful 
and enduring. As a writer of the masses, Premchand gave 
voice to rural India and transformed literature into an 
instrument of social change. 
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